Mississippi Pre-Kindergarten Curriculum Guidelines
for
Three Year Old Children

Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
Language is a systematic means of communicating ideas or feelings by the use of
conventionalized signs, sounds, gestures, or marks having understood meanings. Language is the
most important mental achievement of early childhood. Language allows a child to express his or
her needs and feelings and enables an adult to respond appropriately. Language allows a child to
learn about and express ideas and thoughts related to the environment in which he or she lives.
Language allows a child to clarify his or her thinking and extend it imaginatively. A child learns
language as he or she interacts with responsive adults and peers and experiences language use in
meaningful context.

Assessment Guidelines

•

Observation will be the primary method of assessing a three year old child.

•

Assessments will help the teacher/caregiver plan future learning activities.

•

Portfolios and anecdotal notes are suggested procedures for collecting information and
work samples.

•

Observational checklists may be used to record progress toward the accomplishment
of the benchmarks. A sample observational checklist for Language, Vocabulary, and
Early Literacy Development follows this section.
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Mississippi Pre-Kindergarten Curriculum Guidelines
for
Three Year Old Children
Benchmarks and Expectations
Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
Note: The benchmarks are printed in bold and numbered. The expectations are
numbered to match the benchmarks. The numbers are provided for clarity and
do not reflect the order in which the benchmarks should be taught.
1.

Exhibits developmentally appropriate receptive language
1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5

2.

Exhibits developmentally appropriate oral language for communication purposes
2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5
2.6

3.

Shows an increase in vocabulary with the majority of words spoken being
understood by the teacher/caregiver
Identifies common objects and pictures
Uses language to express actions
Uses language to express emotions and ideas
Uses language to recall a sequence of events
Becomes aware of the structure of the language

Demonstrates phonological awareness
3.1
3.2

4.

Listens to others with understanding (particularly in one-on-one situations)
Listens attentively to a short story and especially to stories about himself or
herself
Recognizes environmental sounds
Listens to music and the sounds produced by musical instruments
Understands and follows simple one or two step directions

Recognizes sound patterns and can repeat them
Sings short songs and repeats portions of simple rhymes

Demonstrates an awareness of print
4.1
4.2

Turns pages of a book, looking at each page and picture
Tells a story following the pictures in a book
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Benchmark

Expectation

1
Exhibits developmentally appropriate
receptive language

1.1
The child listens to others with
understanding (particularly in one-on-one
situations).

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
•

Structure a learning environment where talking and listening can occur. Spend time listening
and talking with the child. Model good listening skills. Listen carefully to the child as he/she
expresses wants, needs, concerns, and achievements. When an adult listens, the child will be
encouraged to talk more. When the adult listens, the adult also teaches the child to listen.
Listening is one of the primary ways children learn.

•

Provide many opportunities for language practice. Model language at the developmental
level of the child. Extend what the child says. Example: Benji points to a picture of a puppy
barking and repeats “brown puppy.” The teacher extends Benji’s vocabulary by saying, “The
brown puppy is barking.” Encourage conversation by asking “real” questions. Example: “Do
you have a puppy? Tell me more about your puppy.”

•

Provide listening opportunities by explaining the procedures or steps involved in completing
an activity. Explain and talk about an activity before expecting the child to follow directions.

•

Support the child in verbal situations by setting necessary limits and appropriate controls so
that the child does not dominate group discussions or peer interactions. Example: “Hardy, I
enjoyed hearing your story. I want to hear Katherine’s story now. Come and sit with me
while we listen.”

•

Encourage the child in play to listen attentively to comments and suggestions of others.
Redirect thinking when necessary. Example: “Ty, where else can you play with the truck? If
you put it on top of Heather’s block house, the house will fall down.”

•

Discuss differences of opinions. Example: The teacher says, “Steve, listen to the pretty
music.” Steve replies, “I do not like the way the music sounds.” The teacher then encourages
the child to say more. “Steve, tell me what kind of music you like.”

•

Practice making sentences with the child. Start a sentence similar to this one. “I like big
fluffy ____” and fill in the blank. Take turns making sentences with the child. Example: “I
like big fluffy pillows.” “I like big fluffy towels.” Then make silly sentences together. “I like
big fluffy soap!” “I like big fluffy books!”
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•

Invent nonsense sentences and ask the child to tell you what is “funny or odd” about them.
Example:
® I brushed my teeth with a hairbrush.
® I ate my cereal from a glass.
® I washed my hands with sugar.
® I painted pictures with a hammer.

•

Model saying “hello” in different languages. Encourage the child to greet others using the
new words during daily/weekly activities.
Hello
Ciao
Hola
Shalom
Guten tag
Allo
Moshi

•

English
Italian
Spanish
Hebrew
German
Russian
Japanese

Describe a few of your favorite foods and places to eat. Allow time for the child to tell you
about his/her favorite foods and places to eat. Recite and act out the chant below:
A Pizza Hut
A Pizza Hut, A Pizza Hut (Make a triangle with arms)
Kentucky Fried Chicken (Flap arms like wings)
and a Pizza Hut! (Make a triangle with arms)
McDonald’s, McDonald’s (Make “M” in air)
Kentucky Fried Chicken (Flap arms like wings)
and a Pizza Hut! (Make triangle with arms)
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Benchmark

Expectation

1
Exhibits developmentally appropriate
receptive language

1.2
The child listens attentively to a short story
and especially to stories about himself or
herself.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
•

Read aloud at least three books a day. Read and become familiar with the book before
reading to the child. Reading aloud helps the child develop language, vocabulary, listening,
and literacy skills that prepare him/her to understand the written word. Read books with
repeated phrases and short rhyming sentences. Read short stories, big books, picture books,
and large print storybooks during circle time, one-on-one time, and/or in small groups. Read
the same book often. Keep the old, familiar books while slowly adding a variety of new
books. It takes months of reading and rereading for a book to become a favorite. Read
slowly, and with a smile or a nod, let the child know you appreciate his/her participation.
Place a variety of books in all learning centers so that the child can reach them easily.
Note: Refer to the list of read aloud books provided in the Resource Section in Appendix C.

•

Read a short book substituting the child’s name for a character in the story. Stop at
appropriate places in the story and encourage the child to talk about what you have read.

•

Ask the child’s parents to send a photo of the child to display in the class. Allow the child to
dictate a story about the picture. Print the story the child dictates on paper. Display the
picture and the story at the child’s eye level.

•

Create a big book using children’s baby pictures. Feature each individual child on a page.
Read the book during circle time using the repetitive line, “Baby, Baby, who do you see? I
see (Mary) looking at me!”

•

Validate the child’s home and parents by listening to and repeating stories about his/her
family. Listen closely when the child speaks. Be enthusiastic and responsive.

•

Write the child’s words on paper as he/she dictates a personal story. If you do not understand
a part of the story, ask the child to explain. This activity will help the child understand the
relationship between the speaker and listener and author and reader.

•

Tell or read a short story and have the child make up his/her own title or name for the story.

•

Encourage the child to tell you stories about what happens in his/her family on special days
such as holidays, birthdays, and family events.
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•

Reminisce about when you were a child. Tell the child stories about your family and friends.
Encourage the child to tell stories about his/her family and friends. It is important for the
child to know that stories often describe real people and real events. Telling personal stories
also enables the child to hear new words and experience the beauty and rhythm of language.

•

Create a new version of an old fairy tale with the child. Act out the tale using available
stuffed animals (e.g., The Green Frog and The Three Elephants).

•

Read a familiar story with the child and ask questions about the characters in the story.
Example: “What did Goldilocks look like? What kind of a person was she?”

•

Ask the child’s parents to send a recent photograph(s) of the child. Encourage the child to tell
you about his/her picture(s). Display the photograph(s) in the classroom at the child's eye
level.
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Benchmark

Expectation

1
Exhibits developmentally appropriate
receptive language

1.3
The child recognizes environmental
sounds.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
•

Read The Listening Walk by Paul Showers. Take a listening walk around the neighborhood
or playground. Discuss the many sounds that the child hears.

•

Take the child on a field trip to the fire station, the farm, the zoo, and/or the grocery store.
Discuss the sounds heard. Encourage the child to imitate the sounds of familiar animals,
equipment, or machinery. List the sounds on chart paper. Talk about how the sounds are
alike and how they are different.

•

Display various objects that make a sound (e.g., clock/timer or music box). Talk about each
object and listen to the sound it makes. Ask the child to cover his/her eyes. While the child’s
eyes are closed, hide one of the objects. The child then uncovers his/her eyes and tries to
locate the object by sound.

•

Provide opportunities for the child to pair an animal sound with its source. Play a game in
which you make an animal noise and ask the child to name the animal that makes the noise.
To extend the child’s vocabulary, display toy animals or animal pictures. Ask the child to
talk about the featured animal. Use questions to guide the child’s responses. Example:
“What kind of animal (roars, peeps, meows, etc.)?” The child will point to the picture or toy
and respond, “It is a (lion) that (roars).”

•

Use a tape recorder to record a variety of familiar inside and outside sounds. Example:
Running water, a ticking clock or timer, a dog barking, cars passing by, a washing machine,
etc. Play the tape and talk about the sounds. Place the recorder and tape in the listening center
and encourage independent listening.

•

Play a simple game of pretending to sleep and to wake up when you hear a bell ring. Take
turns with the child being the sleeper and the bell ringer.

•

Ring a bell. Have the child raise his/her hand every time he/she hears the bell ring and lower
his/her hands when the bell stops ringing.
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Benchmark

Expectation

1
Exhibits developmentally appropriate
receptive language

1.4
The child listens to music and the sounds
produced by musical instruments.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
•

Provide a variety of instrumental music at the listening station/center to be used individually
or in small groups. Provide musical selections that are diverse in style and tradition such as
folk, classical, jazz, and those typical of the child’s culture.

•

Provide musical choices that are fast/energetic or slow/calming so that the child may choose
music to fit his/her mood.

•

Musical instruments (or any type of noisemaker) may be taken outdoors for the child to enjoy
trying out various sounds and to have parades and shows. Provide materials for the child to
create instruments such as drums, rhythm sticks, cymbals, kazoos, tambourines, bells,
shakers, and rattles.

•

Invite local high school band and/or orchestra students to visit the classroom and provide an
instrument “show and tell” for the children.

•

Provide music that has alternate volume levels. Pass out rhythm sticks, wooden spoons, or
shakers. Have the child tap the sticks or spoons in rhythm to the music. Have the child place
the rhythm sticks or spoon on the floor. Talk about places in the music that are loud and/or
soft. Ask the child to clap and/or tap loudly or softly in response to the music.

•

Play and dramatize the musical story of Peter and the Wolf composed by Sergei Prokofieff.
(The book and audiotape can be found at your local library.)

•

Using two instruments, such as a bell and a drum, instruct the child to walk when he/she
hears the bell and to stop when he/she hears the drum.

•

Play classical music to calm the child or to signal nap time.
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Benchmark

Expectation

1
Exhibits developmentally appropriate
receptive language

1.5
The child understands and follows simple
one or two step directions.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
•

Model simple one step directions before expecting the child to follow directions. Example:
“Henry, hang your coat on the coat rack.” Model hanging the child’s coat. Gradually
increase the steps in the directions. Example: “Henry, hang your coat on the coat rack and go
sit on the carpet.”

•

Play games with the child which require listening to directions. Tell the child, “I brought a
special friend, Justin (a toy animal), to meet you today.” Introduce yourself to the toy animal
using your name. “Justin, my name is Mrs. Truesdell.” Give the toy to the child and instruct
the child to tell the animal his/her name. Encourage the child to say, “Justin, my name is
___.” If the child is unable to respond or makes no response, let the child whisper his/her
name into the toy animal’s ear while you say the name for the child.

•

Seat the children in a circle and place an empty chair in the middle. Give specific directions
to the children. Example: “I want everyone wearing the color red to come to the center of the
circle and walk around the empty chair until I say STOP.” Repeat instructions using various
colors or movements.

•

Provide opportunities for following directions while playing games with the child. Explain
that questions will be answered using thumbs instead of voices. The child will hold thumbs
up if the answer is “yes” and thumbs down if the answer is “no.” Include silly questions (e.g.,
“Does a cow give apple juice?” or “Did you row an airplane to the school/center today?”)

•

The children will follow the leader and respond spontaneously through movement. The
leader repeats, “Everyone do this, do this, do this (action). Everyone do this just like me.”
Provide an opportunity for each child to be the leader.
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Benchmark

Expectation

2
Exhibits developmentally appropriate oral
language for communication purposes

2.1
The child shows an increase in vocabulary
with the majority of words spoken being
understood by the teacher/caregiver.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
•

Toss or roll a ball to the child during inside or outside play. Have the child repeat his/her
name when catching the ball. Complete the activity using the child’s first name, last name, or
first and last names.

•

Model language for the child by orally labeling activities and objects encountered during the
day. Use hand and facial expressions to increase the number of meaning cues the child
receives. Slowly and clearly add any new information that will enhance the child’s learning
experience and extend his/her vocabulary.

•

Model words that describe needs and wants. Encourage the child to use words rather than
gestures to express needs and wants.

•

Encourage the child to speak in sentences of six or more words. When the child answers a
question with a one-word answer, model words to extend his/her vocabulary. Example: The
teacher says, “I like to eat pizza. What do you like to eat?” The child answers, “Ham.” The
teacher then says, “You like to eat ham? Ham tastes good with eggs. I like to eat ham.”

•

Ask the child to dictate a story about his/her favorite pet or about the pet he/she would like to
have. Transcribe the story onto paper, then let the child illustrate. Encourage the child to
“read” the story to you.
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Benchmark

Expectation

2
Exhibits developmentally appropriate oral
language for communication purposes

2.2
The child identifies common objects and
pictures.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
•

Label materials and objects in the classroom and call objects by the appropriate name. The
child will learn new words by seeing them over and over in different contexts. Labels provide
excellent opportunities to develop early word recognition.

•

Collect pictures from the child's family depicting events such as the child's birthday, favorite
vacations, new pets, etc. or collect photos from magazines. Have the child choose a picture
and tell you something about it. Build on what the child says by scaffolding questions to
extend his/her language. Example: “Who/What is in the picture? What is happening here?
Have you ever…?”

•

Provide opportunities for naming objects during daily activities such as snack time. Name
food items, table utensils, etc. while preparing the midday snack. Example: “I have two
round crackers. I have one square of orange cheese.”

•

Provide opportunities for the child to connect a picture to a real object. Display an object and
a picture of the object. Talk about the name of the object, how the object is used, and who
might use the object. Model words for the child to use in connecting the picture to the real
object. Example: “Look at this picture. It is a picture of a teapot. This is a teapot like the one
in the picture. It is blue. It has a handle and a spout. The handle makes the teapot easy to
hold. The handle keeps my hand from getting too hot when I pick up the teapot. The spout
is used for pouring. I use a teapot at home to boil water for making tea. Does anyone in your
family use a teapot? Tell me how this person uses the teapot.”

•

Place a cardboard box on a table with the open end facing you. Place several objects on the
table such as spoons, cups, socks, pretzels, letters, numbers, buttons, etc. Put your arm
through the box and push your hand out through the flap. Show your empty hand, wiggle
your fingers and say, “My hand is empty. My hand wants a pretzel. Please give my hand a
pretzel.” Encourage the child to give “the hand” the objects requested. Continue until all the
objects on the table are gone.

•

Read an animal picture book with the child. Provide corresponding animal pictures cut from
magazines and encourage the child to point to the pictures and say the animal’s name.
Encourage book and picture exploration after reading the story.

32

Benchmark

Expectation

2
Exhibits developmentally appropriate oral
language for communication purposes

2.3
The child uses language to express actions.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
•

Play a variety of music that encourages the child to move in response. Ask questions such as,
“What do you want to do next? What is John doing?” Use movement activities as a part of
the language development program. A child’s actions and movements tell much about the
child’s thinking.

•

Read poems such as the one below and act out the action words. Acting out a poem enables
the child to use his/her body, enjoy rhyme and rhythm, and increases awareness and
understanding of words. Note: A spider pattern is provided in the Resource Section in
Appendix C.
Little Miss Muffet
Little Miss Muffet sat on her tuffet eating her curds and whey.
(The child sits on chair pretending to eat with a spoon and bowl.)
Along came a spider and sat down beside her
(Another child carries a paper spider towards Miss Muffet and stands beside her.)
And frightened Miss Muffet away.
(The child playing Miss Muffet runs away.)

•

Provide opportunities for the child to engage in free movement understanding that the ability
to coordinate movements develops gradually. Avoid modeling or giving precise how-to
directions. Encourage the child to describe his/her actions.
Encourage creative movement with descriptive sentences such as the ones below. Model
actions and encourage creativity. Encourage the child to tell you about his/her actions.
Example:
® The wind is gently blowing the flowers.
® The butterflies and birds are slowly flying.
® The big elephant is walking.
® The plants are growing.

•

Encourage the child to describe the actions of other children in the classroom or characters in
familiar books or poems.
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•

Introduce new action words by reciting and acting out the fingerplays below:
Five Little Puppies
Five little puppies were playing in the sun.
(Hold up hands, fingers extended)
This one saw a rabbit and he began to run.
(Bend down first finger)
This one saw a butterfly and he began to race.
(Bend down second finger)
This one saw a cat and he began to chase.
(Bend down third finger)
This one tried to catch his tail and he went round and round.
(Bend down fourth finger)
This one was so quiet that he never made a sound.
(Bend down thumb)
A Walk in the Jungle
Giraffes are tall with necks so long.
(Stand on tip toes and raise arms high up into air)
Elephants’ trunks are big and strong.
(Make trunk with hand and arm)
Zebras have stripes and can gallop away,
(Gallop around in a circle)
While monkeys in the trees do sway.
(Sway back and forth)
Old crocodile swims in a pool so deep,
(Pretend to swim)
Or lies in the sun and goes to sleep.
(Place head on hands and close eyes)

•

Encourage the child to take off his/her shoes and socks and run through the grass in his/her
bare feet. (Check the area before playing this game to be sure the grass is clear of any object
or insect that might hurt the child’s feet.) Encourage the child to talk about the experience.
Ask open-ended questions such as “How does the grass feel on your bare feet?” To extend
the activity, have the child lie down, stretch out, and roll across the grass. Talk about how
the grass feels.

•

Provide varied experiences such as trips to the library, museum, and zoo, walks in the park,
or visits to a shopping mall. Surround these events with much talk and many questions and
answers.
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Benchmark

Expectation

2
Exhibits developmentally appropriate oral
language for communication purposes

2.4
The child uses language to express
emotions and ideas.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
•

Sing songs that have emotion words in them such as “If You’re Happy and You Know It.”
Repeat the song using variations such as “stomp your feet,” “tap your head,” “jump up and
down,” or any action that is appropriate.
If You’re Happy and You Know It
If you’re happy and you know it clap your hands!
(Clap 2 times)
If you’re happy and you know it clap your hands!
(Clap 2 times)
If you’re happy and you know it, then your face will surely show it!
If you’re happy and you know it clap your hands!
(Clap 2 times)

•

Provide words to accompany gestures when communicating physical wants and/or emotional
needs. Model suitable language to help the child identify and name physical needs and
feelings such as “You look lonely, may I play with you?” Spend time with the child talking
and listening.

•

Provide opportunities for the child to share “at home” experiences with you independently or
during small group time. Extend simple one or two word phrases into complete sentences.

•

Assist the child in make a caring center for a doll or stuffed animal. Talk with the child about
how the teacher/caregiver takes care of children. Encourage the child to tell you about the
way he/she cares for the pretend baby or pet.

•

Read books about feelings and emotions such as Today I Feel Silly, Other Moods that Make
My Day by Jamie Lee Curtis and I Was So Mad by Mercer Mayer. Encourage the child to
talk about the feelings and emotions experienced by the story characters. The child will learn
to express emotions by connecting his/her emotions with the characters in the written text.
(The books can be found at your local library.)

•

Answer the child’s endless “why” questions patiently. Do not be afraid to admit that you do
not know the answer to a question. When you say, “I don’t know the answer. I will look for
the answer in this book,” you are modeling the use of a book as a resource.

•

Model words to help the child put his/her feelings and actions into words as disagreements
between children occur.
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Benchmark

Expectation

2
2.5
Exhibits developmentally appropriate oral The child uses language to recall a
language for communication purposes
sequence of events.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
•

Chart the proper sequence of events, stories, or familiar routines using pictures and words.
Illustrate sequencing with felt boards, story cards, or story maps. Help the child recall
familiar routines and experiences and express them using actions, words, role-playing, or
puppets.

•

Create an Accordion Book to help the child recall the sequence of daily routines or familiar
stories. Fold a piece of paper into equal accordion-style segments. As the child dictates a
daily routine or familiar story draw pictures that illustrate the sequence. Encourage the child
to revisit the book during the day.

•

Ask the child to cover his/her eyes with his/her hands while you make a familiar noise such
as closing a door, sneezing, or striking a key on the piano. By listening carefully, the child
will try to identify the noise. Gradually make two noises one after the other. Without peeking
the child will guess the two sounds in sequence. Encourage the child to use complete
sentences. Example: “I heard two sounds. First I heard a ____, and then I heard a ___.”

•

Read Mean Soup by Betsy Everitt. Talk about what happened in the story and the names of
the characters. Provide a large soup pot, spoon, and pretend vegetables to make “Mean Soup”
like Horace and his mother did in the story. Mimic the actions of making soup and model the
use of new vocabulary words. (The book can be found at your local library.)

•

Sing the words of a familiar song and ask the child to identify the name of the song. Repeat
the song stopping after a certain word. Ask the child to identify the word that comes next in
the song.

•

Recite poems or verses that follow a repeated sequence such as “The Bear Hunt.” Provide
clear directions for playing the game and model actions for the child. Note: Words to “The
Bear Hunt” are provided in the Resource Section in Appendix C.
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Benchmark

Expectation

2
Exhibits developmentally appropriate oral
language for communication purposes

2.6
The child will become aware of the
structure of language.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
•

Model the reversal of sentence order to make questions to help the child understand the
world around him/her and the structure of language. Example: The child says, “Teacher, I
like to play with blocks.” The teacher replies, “Do you like to build houses with blocks?”

•

Provide opportunities on the playground to ask the child questions and have the child respond
using simple sentences. Example: “What can you find in the grass today?” or “Do you see
anything alive in the grass?"

•

Ask questions about activities in the classroom one-on-one with the child. Encourage the
child to respond using sentences in place of gestures. Example: Say, “Bonita, what did you
make in the art center today?” Note: The idea of questioning is to generate thoughts and talk,
not to perplex, baffle, or confuse the child.

•

Model the use of regular and irregular plurals during conversations with the child. Model
correct plural forms. Example: When the child says “I brushed my tooths,” restate, “I can see
you brushed your teeth.”

•

Use correct tense when speaking to the child. When the child says, “He hitted me,” restate
“He hit you? Show me where he hit you.”

•

Model nouns that show ownership during the daily routine. Example: “Where is Bruce’s
coat?” Ask the child to identify possessions by the owner’s name. Example: “This is Kala’s
picture.”

•

Supply the correct sentence structure for the child who does not refer to himself/herself using
appropriate pronouns. Example: The child says, “Me want juice.” Respond by saying, “I
want juice.” Encourage the child to imitate you. The child repeats, “I want juice.”
Note: This should be done as a soft, friendly reminder and not as harsh correction.

•

Create a simple sentence including two related words such as “rabbit” and “carrot.” Ask the
child a question using the same related words. Example: “The rabbit ate a carrot. Who ate
the carrot?” Encourage the child to respond using complete sentences.

•

Routinely read aloud to children and provide opportunities for the child to “read” books in
the library center. Reading the same book several times during the week will help the child to
model the sentences read when he/she pretends to read in the library center.
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Benchmark

Expectation

3
Demonstrate phonemic awareness

3.1
The child recognizes sound patterns and
can repeat them.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
Note: Phonological Awareness is auditory and does not involve print. The three year old child
is much less skilled at hearing sound differences than adults. The understanding that spoken
words are made up of individual speech sounds is essential to future reading success.
•

Make up actions to go with silly sentences that have words beginning with the same sound
(e.g., Four fat frogs fan, or two twirling tops tumble.). Mother Goose rhymes are a rich
source of subject matter and nonsense verse.

•

Play games using real objects or pictures of real objects to help the child hear the beginning
sounds in words. Help the child decide which objects or pictures begin with the same sound.
Example: “I have a picture/object of a bear, a box, and a mouse. Which pictures/objects
begin with the same sound?”

•

Play a listening game with the child repeating the name of a picture or real object in a
different way (one syllable at a time). Place pictures or familiar objects in a box. Encourage
the child to listen carefully and figure out each name. In naming each picture or object speak
slowly, clearly and insert a pause between syllables (e.g., tel-e-phone). When the child
figures out the word, take the picture or object out of the box and repeat the name of the
object.

•

Select meaningful sentences from the child's speech or favorite books. Have the child clap
each word of a sentence. Shuffle or reorder words or make silly phrases by deleting words
from sentences.

•

Have the child clap or tap out the syllables of his/her name and other familiar words.

•

Provide opportunities for the child to practice repeating sound patterns through music,
fingerplays, and rhymes such as the one below:
Baby
(Use actions while calling words.)
Here is baby’s hammer, see how he can pound.
Here’s the baby’s music, clapping, clapping.
Here’s the baby’s soldiers, standing in a row.
Here’s the big umbrella to keep the baby dry.
And here is baby’s cradle, to rock the baby bye.
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•

Read poems and stories using voice variations to enhance the child’s awareness of sound
patterns in speech. Recite in whispers, saying the rhyming words aloud. Recite in normal
voices, saying the rhyming words in whispers. Recite, saying the words softer and softer as
you speak. The following poem may be used to practice voice variations.
The Beetle
I know a beetle who lives down a drain.
His coat is very shiny but terribly plain.
When I take a bath he comes up the pipe.
Together we wash. Together we wipe.

•

Provide opportunities for the child to hear parts of words. Example: “I am going to break a
word into parts. Listen and tell me what the word is. “hhhhhh..ot/ hot.”

•

Say a simple sentence using only one syllable words. Play a game in which the child claps,
snaps, pats, or steps for each word spoken in the sentence.
Examples:
® We walk to lunch.
® I like to eat grapes.
® I have a pet cat.
® I can say my name.

•

Routinely read aloud to children. Provide opportunities for children to “read” the book at the
library center. Rereading the same book several times during the week will help children
become familiar with the story and words within the story.

39

Benchmark

Expectation

3
Demonstrates phonemic awareness

3.2
The child sings short songs and repeats
portions of simple rhymes.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
Note: Introduce a new song or rhyme line by line, emphasizing its rhythm and exaggerating its
rhymes. Keep the pace slow and deliberate at first and gradually increase as the child learns the
words.
•

Read poems and nursery rhymes with the child individually or in small or large groups to
enhance the child’s awareness of the sounds in speech. Provide opportunities for the child to
recite the rhymes below:
The Little Train
The little train, Goes up the track.
It says, “Toot, toot,” and comes right back.
Little Red Caboose
Little red caboose, Chug! Chug! Chug!
Little red caboose, Chug! Chug! Chug!
Little red caboose, behind the train, train, train, train,
Smokestack’s on his back, back, back, back.
Coming around the track, track, track, track.
Little red caboose behind the train.
Wooooo! Wooooo!
The Train
Choo choo choo choo choo choo choo!
Billy and Johnny, Maria and Sue,
(Substitute the names of children in your group)
All of them watch for the train to pass through.
Ding dong, ding dong, ding dong!
See the engine puffing, hear the bell ring.
Click clack, click clack, click clack clack,
Tell me please, will you come back?

•

Sing short songs such as “This Old Man” as part of the daily routine. Note: Refer to the
Resource Section in Appendix C for words to the song.
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•

Recite and act out the repeated verses and rhyming words below:
Playmates
(Begin with closed fists)
From a window in this house
(open one fist, fingers point up)
From a window in this house
(other fist open, fingers point up)
Playmates wave at each other
(close fists, then thumbs wag at each other)
They jump and go up and down quickly
And have such fun!
(hands together and clap)
Fireman
This brave fireman is going to bed
(hold up right thumb)
Down on the pillow he lays his head
(right thumb on left palm)
Wraps himself in his blanket tight
(curl fingers around thumb)
And plans to sleep this way all night
(close eyes)
But the fire alarm rings! He opens his eyes!
(open eyes)
Quickly he’s dressed and down the poles he slides
(right hand slides down left arm in a grip from elbow to wrist)
Then he climbs on the truck to go, go, go
(hands manipulate imaginary steering wheel)

•

Quote lines from favorite nursery rhymes and ask the child to identify the characters.
Example: “Two people I know went up a hill to fetch a pail of water. What were their
names?” The child will answer “Jack and Jill.” Additional ideas are: Someone had a little
lamb, little lamb, little lamb. Someone is nimble, and also quick. Note: Refer to the Language
Treasure Chest in the Resource Section in Appendix C for nursery rhymes.
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•

Sing “The Wheels on the Bus” using the child’s name. Example: “Mark on the bus says, ‘Let
me off!’”
The Wheels on the Bus
The wheels on the bus go round and round,
Round and round, round and round
The wheels on the bus go round and round
All through the town.
The driver on the bus says, “Move on Back!
Move on Back! Move on Back!”
The driver on the bus says, “Move on Back!”
All through the town.
The people on the bus go up and down,
Up and down, up and down
The people on the bus go up and down
All through the town.
Substitute these also:
The horn on the bus goes beep, beep, beep.
The wipers on the bus go swish, swish, swish.
The doors on the bus go open and shut.
The bell on the bus goes ding-ding-ding.
The lady on the bus says, “Get off my feet”…
The baby on the bus goes, “Wa-Wa-Wa”…
The people on the bus say, “We had a nice ride”…

•

Recite nonsense verses with the child such as the one below:
A Ram Sam Sam
(On Ram Sam Sam hit one fist on top of other)
A ram sam sam. A ram sam sam.
A goolie goolie goolie (Roll hands)
and a ram sam sam.
A raffy. A taffy. (Lift arms)
A goolie goolie goolie and (Roll hands)
A RAM SAM SAM!

•

Use a chart during large group time to record the words to songs and rhymes. Model how to
read the chart using a pointer. Review the chart several times, so the child will be familiar
with it. Display the chart where the child can easily see it.
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Benchmark

Expectation

4
Demonstrates an awareness of print

4.1
The child turns pages, looking at each page
and picture.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
•

Turning pages is best taught with the child sitting on an adult’s lap listening and looking at
pictures in the book. Allow the child to hold the book and turn the pages with you as you
read. Note: Refer to the Resource Section in Appendix C for the Reading Aloud Strategy
Checklist.

•

Provide opportunities for the child to practice turning pages independently and to “read”
books to a doll or favorite stuffed animal. Provide books in all learning centers. Read and
reread a book at the child’s request. Book exploration is essential in helping the child develop
an awareness of print.

•

Read big books during story time. Ring a bell when it is time to turn the page so the child
will begin to relate to the cue when pages are being turned as part of the reading process.

•

Model turning pages using wordless picture books. Point to the pictures on each page and
encourage the child to tell you about the pictures. As you point to the last word at the end of
a page, ask the child, “Where do I go now?”

•

Provide opportunities for the child to see you read books, magazines, newspapers,
cookbooks, telephone directories, etc.

•

Write a short note telling the child how special he/she is. Place the note in the child's cubby
or special place. Receiving a written note helps the child to understand that the printed word
has a purpose. When the child shows you the note, read it aloud with expression. Encourage
the child’s parents to write “special” notes and hide them in special places at home.
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Benchmark

Expectation

4
Demonstrates an awareness of print

4.2
The child tells a story following the
pictures in a book.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
•

Model story telling using the pictures in any book. Place books in learning centers so that the
child can reach them easily.

•

Provide books that contain colorful pictures with no text. Model telling a story based on the
pictures. Encourage the child to take a turn telling a story based on the pictures. This will
take practice and presenting the opportunity to the child on a daily basis.

•

Provide books that contain colorful pictures and text that closely matches the pictures.
Discuss the pictures in the book to help the child understand the story. Encourage the child to
tell who or what he/she sees in the pictures.

•

Provide a print rich environment. Place books, especially picture books, in all learning
centers where the child can reach them easily.

•

Use pictures and events in books to help the child relate and recall the child’s personal
experiences.

•

Take photographs as the child engages in daily activities. Show the photographs to the child
and discuss what is taking place in the pictures.

•

Encourage the child to look at the pictures in a book and tell you, “What has just happened?”
or “What do you think will happen next?”
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Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development Observational Checklist
Child’s Name:

Teacher’s Name:

School/Center Name:

Code: 1 = Needs Development

Year:

2 = Developing as Expected

3 = Advanced Development

Note: The checklist should be used three times a year at minimum. (Fall, Mid-Year, and Spring)
Observations
Benchmarks and Expectations
Fall
MidSpring
Year
1 Exhibits developmentally appropriate receptive language
1.1 Listens to others with understanding (particularly in one-on-one situations)
1.2 Listens attentively to a short story and especially to stories about himself or herself
1.3 Recognizes environmental sounds
1.4 Listens to music and the sounds produced by musical instruments
1.5 Understands and follows simple one or two step directions

2 Exhibits developmentally appropriate oral language for communication
purposes
2.1 Shows an increase in vocabulary with the majority of words spoken being understood by
the teacher/caregiver
2.2 Identifies common objects and pictures
2.3 Uses language to express actions
2.4 Uses language to express emotions and ideas
2.5 Uses language to recall a sequence of events
2.6 Becomes aware of the structure of the language

3 Demonstrates phonological awareness
3.1 Recognizes sound patterns and can repeat them
3.2 Sings short songs and repeats portions of simple rhymes

4 Demonstrates an awareness of print
4.1 Turns pages of a book, looking at each page and picture
4.2 Tells a story following the pictures in a book
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Mississippi Pre-Kindergarten Curriculum Guidelines
for
Three Year Old Children

Mathematical Concepts Development
Mathematics is everywhere and relates to almost every experience in a young child's life.
Mathematics is interrelated with other subjects such as science, art, language, physical
movement, and music. Most of what a young child learns is a combination of different concepts.
Mathematics must be taught using connections to the child's real world instead of using isolated
skills and procedures. When connections are made to real life objects, people, places, and
experiences, mathematics is easier to understand and provides many opportunities for a young
child to construct and extend his or her understanding and knowledge in a meaningful way.

Assessment Guidelines

•

Observation will be the primary method of assessing a three year old child.

•

Assessments will help the teacher/caregiver plan future learning experiences.

•

Portfolios and anecdotal notes are suggested procedures for collecting information
and work samples.

•

Observational checklists may be used to record progress toward the accomplishment
of the benchmarks. A sample observational checklist for Mathematical Concepts
Development follows this section.
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Mississippi Pre-Kindergarten Curriculum Guidelines
for
Three Year Old Children
Benchmarks and Expectations
Mathematical Concepts Development
Note: The benchmarks are printed in bold and numbered. The expectations are
numbered to match the benchmarks. The numbers are provided for clarity and do not
reflect the order in which the benchmarks should be taught.

1.

Number sense, number operations, and number relationships
1.1 Matches, one to one, pairs of objects that are alike and pairs of objects that are
related but not alike
1.2 Rote count (e.g., counts to five or beyond from memory)
1.3 Rational count (e.g., counts from three to five objects in a group to determine “how many”
objects are in the group)

2.

Patterns and relationships
2.1 Copies, creates, and extends auditory, visual, verbal, and physical movement patterns

3.

Compare, classify (sort), and order
3.1 Makes size comparisons between objects using language (e.g., big/small, short/tall,
full/empty, etc.)
3.2 Classifies (sorts) objects into categories (e.g., size, shape, color, etc.)
3.3 Orders objects based on size, weight, length, or height

4.

Geometry and spatial sense
4.1 Recognizes and identifies shapes such as squares, circles, triangles, and rectangles
4.2 Uses positional words to indicate where objects are in space (i.e., in, out, under,
beside, between, on, etc.)

5.

Parts and wholes
5.1 Identifies the missing part of an object or picture of an object (e.g., the wheel piece is missing
from the truck puzzle).

5.2 Recognizes that the amount of a whole remains the same when divided into two parts (e.g.,
when an apple is cut in half (two parts) it is still one apple)
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Benchmark

Expectation

1
Number sense, number operations, and
number relationships

1.1
The child will match one to one pairs of
objects that are alike and pairs of objects
that are related but not alike.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Mathematical Concepts Development
•

Place identical pairs of objects inside a shoebox. Remove one item from the box and ask the
child to find the object that matches (e.g., “Adam, I found a long yellow pencil in the box.
Do you see anything inside the box that looks like the pencil?”).

•

Place several pairs of related objects on a table (e.g., a fork and a spoon, a pencil and a piece
of paper). Pick up one object and ask the child to find the other object that is related (e.g.,
“Anthony, I am holding a fork. We use a fork when we eat. Look on the table and find
something else that is used for eating.”).

•

Cut bees and beehives out of construction paper using the patterns provided in the Resource
Section in Appendix C. Tell the child that a beehive is to a bee what a house is to a person.
Help the child match each bee to a beehive. Extend the activity by reciting and acting out the
“Six Buzzing Bumble Bees” fingerplay. Note: The fingerplay can be found in the Resource
Section in Appendix C.

•

Provide a pair of feathers cut from green, yellow, blue, red, and orange construction paper.
Glue one feather of each color inside a manila folder Help the child match the other feathers
to those glued in the folder.

•

Draw sets of animal footprints on index cards. Example: Make two dog footprint cards, two
ducks, two pigs, etc. Turn the cards face down and take turns with the child turning up a
matched set.

•

Place a piece of colored tape (green, blue, red, yellow) on the bottom of six plastic ducks.
Create pairs by using two pieces of each color tape. Float the ducks in water and assist the
child in finding matching colors.
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Benchmark

Expectation

1
Number sense, number operations, and
number relationships

1.2
The child will be able to rote count (e.g.,
counts to five or beyond from memory).

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Mathematical Concepts Development
•

Read Numbers by John J. Reiss during large or small group time. Reading is a special way to
introduce numbers to the child. (The book can be found at your local library.)

•

Help the child learn to rote count by reciting rhymes such as the ones below. Place the child’s
name in the blanks.
Four Little Pumpkins
Four little pumpkins I can see
(child’s name) picked one and that left three.
Three Little pumpkins with nothing to do.
(child’s name) picked one and that left two.
Two little pumpkins out in the sun.
(child’s name) picked one and that left one.
One little pumpkin all alone; it looked lonely
So I took it home.
Let’s Count
One two, three, four, five,
I caught a fish alive.
Six, seven, eight, nine, ten,
I let him go again.
Why did you let it go?
Because it bit my finger so.
Which finger did it bite?
The pinky finger on the right.

•

Sing a bilingual counting song in Spanish and English during circle time. Encourage the
child to repeat the verses with you.
“I Can Count to Ten”
One, two, and three,
Four, five, and six.
Seven, eight, and nine,
I can count to ten
La la la la la; La la la la la.
La la la la la; La la la la la.
La la la la la; La la la la la.
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“Cuento Hasta Diez”
Uno, dos, y tres,
Cuatro, cinco, seis.
Siete, ocho, nueve,
Cuento hasta diez.
La la la la la; La la la la la,
La la la la la; La la la la la.
La la la la la; La la la la la.
•

Play the “Bunny Rabbit” game. This is an excellent way to help the child learn to rote count
to five or beyond. Note: Refer to game directions provided in the Resource Section in
Appendix C.

50

Benchmark

Expectation

1
Number sense, number operations, and
number relationships

1.3
The child will be able to use rational
counting (e.g., counts from three to five
objects in a group to determine “how
many” objects are in the group).

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Mathematical Concepts Development
Note: Learning to count takes time. Never scold the child for skipping numbers. Point out that
counting lets the child know how many things are in a group. Point to the object as you recite
each number name. Put up a finger one at a time as you count. Help the child count without
skipping numbers or counting something twice.
•

Count anything and everything. Take the child’s finger and point to or touch the object as
you both count.

•

Look for numbers inside the classroom and talk about them.

•

Take a walk around the playground or neighborhood and look for things that have numbers
on them (numbers on buildings, car tags, mailboxes, etc.).

•

Talk with the child about how numbers are used. (Some numbers, like those on baseball
uniforms, are used like names. Other numbers are used to tell you the order of something or
the amount.)

•

Make a line using marbles, crackers, toy cars, marshmallows, etc. and help the child count
each item in the line (e.g., “Chandler, point to each car as I count.”).

•

Build a red and green block tower with the child. Count the number of red and the number of
green blocks when finished. Talk about “how many” red blocks you used to build the tower
and “how many” green blocks.

•

Count and talk about a few common household objects before hiding them around the room.
Let the child hunt to find the hidden “treasures.” When the objects have been found, count
the objects again.

•

Read picture books that have numerous objects in each picture. Count the animals, flowers,
or trees throughout the book. Name the colors or shapes you see and then count all of those
with one color and tell how many.
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•

Give the child several unshelled peanuts. Assist the child in opening the peanuts and
counting the nuts inside. Make a graph. Encourage the child to make an “x” on the graph or
place a sticker in the correct square that tells how many nuts were in one of his/her shells.

•

Read Four Fur Feet by Margaret Wise Brown. Extend the book reading by using felt
cutouts on a flannel board to show how each number (1, 2, 3, 4) is one more than the
preceding number. (The book can be found at your local library.)

•

Give the child five fish-shaped crackers in a paper cup. Tell the following story and
encourage the child to act it out. Example: “Once upon a time there was a great big fish that
loved to swim in the ocean looking for little fish to eat. Along came the great big fish. He
was very hungry and ate ONE of your fish.” Have the child eat one cracker. Then say, “How
many fish did the big fish eat? ” The child should respond, “One.” Continue the story. “The
great big fish was still hungry so it decided to eat another fish.” Continue having the child
count as all of the fish are eaten. To extend the activity, read The Little Island by Golden
MacDonald and Leonard Weisgard. (The book can be found at your local library.)

•

Invite a community worker to visit in the classroom and describe how numbers are used in
his or her job. Select professions in which the use of numbers is obvious (e.g., bank teller, pet
store worker, grocery checkout person, etc.).
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Benchmark

Expectation

2
Patterns and relationships

2.1
The child will begin to copy, create, and
extend auditory, visual, verbal, and
physical movement patterns.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Mathematical Concepts Development
•

Make a line of colored blocks that illustrates a simple pattern (e.g., red, blue, red, blue, red,
blue). Begin another line of blocks with the child, copying the first pattern. Ask the child
what goes first, next, next, and so forth. Use the first line as a model so the child can
compare the two lines as a way to check his/her accuracy.

•

Stack blocks with the child using color patterns. Talk about what you are doing. Ask the
child to repeat the pattern (e.g., “Carmen, I am building a house using a green block, a red
block, a green block, and a red block. Look at my house and use your blocks to build a house
just like mine.”).

•

Invite the child to help you set the table. Show him/her how you want the table set using the
pattern of plate, cup, and silverware. Ask the child to repeat the pattern.

•

Play “Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes” to help the child become familiar with patterns.
Note: Refer to directions provided in the Resource Section in Appendix C.

•

Look for patterns in the child’s clothes or personal items. Talk about the patterns you find.
Note: It is important to help the child begin thinking about colors, shapes, sizes, and
relationships.

•

Play the game below to help the child copy patterns.
The Clapping Game
Clap once (X). Clap two times (XX). Clap three times (XXX).
Have the child repeat each clapping pattern.
When the child is able to do well, you can vary the pattern and the number.
Example: Clap once, clap three times, clap two times.

•

Use animal pictures to create patterns and encourage the child to repeat your patterns.
Example: “cat, cat, dog, cat, cat.” Encourage the child to create patterns for you to copy.
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Benchmark

Expectation

3
Compare, classify (sort), and order

3.1
The child will be able to make size
comparisons between objects using
language (e.g., big/small, short/tall,
full/empty, etc.).

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Mathematical Concepts Development
•

Demonstrate filling an empty glass with water and repeat, “The glass is full.” Next, pour the
water out and repeat, “The glass is empty, there is nothing in the glass.” Next, place two
glasses on the table and help the child fill one with water. Ask the child to tell you which
glass is full. Repeat the procedure filling bowls with grapes, cans with rocks, or boxes with
beans. Allow the child to do the pouring and emptying and most of the talking.

•

Find things in the room to open and close such as drawers, boxes, books, water bottles, etc.
Model opening and closing for the child. Example, “To keep the rain and wind outside, we
close the window.” Allow the child many opportunities to practice opening and closing.

•

Cut a small, medium and large square out of construction paper for the child to decorate.
Assist the child in gluing the decorated squares to wide ribbon strips. (Dab glue on the ribbon
rather than on the back of the square.) Talk about size of the squares as you hang the ribbons
from the ceiling.

•

Measure each child’s height. Create a graph by cutting strips of colored paper to accurately
represent each measurement. Write the child’s name at the top of the strip and the height
along the side. Tape the strips on a wall and compare. Example: “Mary Ann is taller than
Monique.” Periodically measure the children and add paper strips to reflect their growth.

•

Provide an assortment of big and small animal patterns for the child to compare. The animal
patterns are provided in the Resource Section in Appendix C.
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Benchmark

Expectation

3
Compare, classify (sort), and order

3.2
The child will classify (sort) objects into
categories (e.g., size, shape, color, etc.)

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Mathematical Concepts Development
•

Cut different sizes and color of circles out of construction paper (e.g., 3 large blue circles, 3
medium yellow circles, and 3 small green circles). Help the child sort the circles into three
groups according to size. Next, help the child sort the circles into three groups according to
color. Model words for the child to use in describing the experience.

•

Draw the outline of a house on a large sheet of paper. Label the rooms in the house (e.g.,
bedroom, family room, dining room, etc.) Show the child a picture of a piece of furniture and
ask him/her to tell you about the room where the furniture belongs. Assist the child in gluing
the picture in the correct room.

•

Provide plastic bowls, containers or boxes, and lots of time for the child to help you sort
things. Follow the suggestions listed below:
® Sort fruits and vegetables by color.
® Sort toys by size and color.
® Sort money by size.
® Sort leaves by size and color in the fall.
® Sort Fruit Loops by color.
® Sort spoons by size.
® Sort socks by size and color.

•

Cut several shapes in three to five different sizes. Help the child sort the shapes by size.
Help the child resort by shape.

•

Ask the child to put clothes into piles of things that belong together. Any group of “things”
you have in the classroom can be sorted in some way. Provide an assortment of old clothes,
shoes, and coats in the dramatic play center for the child to sort by color, season, or size.

•

Show the child several items that look alike on both sides (e.g., purse, block, paintbrush, etc.)
and several items that look different on each side (e.g., clock, doll, book, etc.). Assist the
child in grouping the objects into those that look alike on both sides and those that look
different on each side.

•

Provide pictures of things found in the sky and things found on the ground. Assist the child in
classifying the pictures.
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Benchmark

Expectation

3
Compare, classify (sort), and order

3.3
The child will be able to order objects
based on size, weight, length, or height.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Mathematical Concepts Development
•

Provide materials and opportunities for the child to place objects in order from longest to
shortest. Model “thinking out loud” as you work beside the child (e.g., “Darlene, I think the
green straw is longer than the other straws. What do you think? I am going to place the
straws side by side and compare length. Yes, the green straw is longer than the other
straws.”)

•

Line the children up and determine who is the tallest and who is the shortest.

•

Read The Tiny, Tiny, Boy and The Big, Big Cow by Nancy VanLaan during circle time.
Discuss the concepts of tiny and big. (The books can be found at your local library.)

•

Provide opportunities and materials for the child to organize materials on his/her own (e.g.,
stacking blocks/boxes, rings, or pegs in order by size).

•

Cut a train out of construction paper using the patterns provided in the Resource Section in
Appendix C. Model words such as first, second, third, fourth, fifth as you help the child
arrange the cars of the train in order. To extend the activity, provide a real toy train in the
math center. Allow the child to play with the train. Ask the child to point to the part of the
train that comes first and the part that comes last. As an additional extension, visit a train
station and, if possible, take a train ride.

•

Provide play dough for the child to make mountains of various sizes. Measure the height and
width of each mountain with a ruler and talk about tallest/ shortest and biggest/smallest.

•

Use a bathroom scale to weigh classroom items. Graph the weight of each item. Point to the
recorded weight of each item on the graph and talk about the item that weighs the most.

56

Benchmark

Expectation

4
Geometry and spatial sense

4.1
The child will recognize and identify
shapes such as squares, circles, triangles,
and rectangles.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Mathematical Concepts Development
•

Make a shape and encourage the child to recreate the shape (e.g., “David, I’m making a
round circle out of my play dough. Try to make a circle like mine using your play dough”).

•

Cut and tape large paper shapes on the floor. Bounce a ball on the shape and catch it with
both hands as you say the name of the shape (e.g., “Philip, watch me bounce the ball on the
circle and catch it with my hands. Would you like to try doing the same thing?”)

•

Read Shapes, Shapes, Shapes by Tana Hoban and What is a Square? by Rebecca Kai
Dotlich. (The books can be found at the local library.)

•

Display and talk about shapes during circle time. Draw each shape in the air using arms and
hands. To extend the activity, place paper and drawing materials in the mathematics center
for the child to practice drawing shapes.

•

Find shapes in the classroom and talk about each shape.

•

Use masking tape to outline the shape of a square on the floor. March on the lines of the
square while singing the song below:
Square Walking
(Tune: Farmer in the Dell)
We walk along the square!
We walk along the square!
Four straight lines,
All the same size,
We walk along the square!

•

Provide blocks, empty boxes, or milk cartons for the child to use to combine, divide, and
change shapes. The child will learn to recognize geometry in the real world as well as
relationships between and among shapes. Help the child use two triangles to make a square
and two semicircles to make a circle. Remind the child to use his/her words to tell you what
he/she is doing.
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Benchmark

Expectation

4
Geometry and spatial sense

4.2
The child will use positional words to
indicate where objects are in space (e.g., in,
out, under, between, on, etc.)

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Mathematical Concepts Development
•

Provide four clear plastic drinking cups along with the same number of small toys. Place the
cups on a table and place the toys in, under, beside, and between the cups. Talk with the child
about the location of the objects. Repeat the game letting the child place the objects.

•

To help the child understand concepts such as in, out, under, and over read “Skipper” as
provided in the Resource Section in Appendix C. After reading the story, use a toy dog to
demonstrate positional words (e.g., Skipper is walking on the tabletop. Look, Skipper is
hiding behind the door.)

•

Help the child develop an understanding of concepts such as “under and beside” through the
use of the poem below: Encourage the child to act as “baby bear” as you sit in the mama
bear’s chair repeating the verses below:
I See Baby Bear
I see baby bear, baby bear,
Standing beside mama bear’s chair.
I see baby bear, baby bear,
Hiding under mama bear’s chair.
I see baby bear, baby bear,
Standing beside mama bear’s chair.
Baby bear, baby bear, come here,
Mama bear loves baby bear!

•

Create opportunities for the child to explore and experience himself/herself in space by going
under, over, around, through, into, on top of, and out of different things. Open the two ends
of the box to make a “tunnel” for him/her to crawl through. Model the use of positional
words.

•

Model positional and directional language. Example, “Cathy, use the plate on the table.”
“Robin, place the bridge near the blue water."

•

Read books with directional words such as Richard Scarry’s Egg in the Hole. (The book can
be found at your local library.)
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Benchmark

Expectation

5
Parts and wholes

5.1
The child will recognize and identify the
missing piece of an object or picture (e.g.,
The wheel piece is missing from the truck
puzzle).

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Mathematical Concepts Development
•

Provide objects, pictures of objects or puzzles with parts missing (e.g., truck with wheel
missing, doll with an arm missing). Talk about the missing parts.

•

Place two items on a table such as a toy and a book. Point to and name each item. Have the
child close his/her eyes as you remove one item from the table. Have the child open his/her
eyes and tell you what is missing.

•

Draw simple shapes or objects with an obvious missing part. Encourage the child to tell you
which piece of the picture is missing.
Draw things such as:
® A square with one side missing
® A flower with no stem
® A balloon with no string
® A truck with no wheels
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Benchmark

Expectation

5
Parts and wholes

5.2
The child will recognize that the amount of
a whole remains the same when divided
into two parts (e.g., when an apple is cut in
half [two parts] it is still one apple.)

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Mathematical Concepts Development
•

Make “Purple Bubbly.” Allow the child to help you measure the ingredients. Emphasize the
½ cup measurements. Mix the ingredients below in a blender, add ice, and serve at snack
time:
Purple Bubbly
Two ½ cups of pineapple juice
One ½ cup of grape juice
Two ½ cups of yogurt
One ripe banana

•

Provide opportunities during lunch and snack time for the child to share one half of a fruit or
sandwich with you or a friend. Example: Hold an apple in your hand and say, “I want to
share part of my apple with you.” Demonstrate cutting the apple into two parts. Keep one
part of the apple for yourself and give the other part to the child. Talk about how each of you
now have one part of a whole apple. Ask the child to point to one half of the apple. Ask the
child to point to one whole apple.

•

Provide the child with 2 slices of bread, a piece of cheese and a bear cookie cutter. Assist the
child in cutting a bear shape from the cheese. Help the child lay the bear on the whole piece
of bread. Assist the child in cutting the other slice of bread in half. Cover the cheese bear
with the two half pieces of bread. Talk about how it takes two equal parts (or halves) to
cover one whole slice of bread. Ask the child to point to one half of the apple. Ask the child
to point to one whole slice of bread. Read one of the child’s favorite bear stories as you
enjoy eating your creation.

•

Cut a paper plate in half. Give the child a whole plate and the two halves. Have the child
place the two halves on top of the whole plate. Talk about how it takes two halves to cover
one whole plate.
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Mathematical Concepts Development Observational Checklist
Child’s Name:

Teacher’s Name:

School/Center Name:

Code: 1 = Needs Development

Year:

2 = Developing as Expected

3 = Advanced Development

Note: The checklist should be used three times a year at minimum. (Fall, Mid-Year, and Spring)
Observations
Fall Mid- Spring
Benchmarks and Expectations
Year
1 Number sense, number operations, and number relationships
1.1 Matches, one to one, pairs of objects that are alike and pairs of objects that are
related but not alike
1.2 Rote count (e.g., counts to five or beyond from memory)
1.3 Rational count (e.g., counts from three to five objects in a group to determine
“how many” objects are in the group)
2 Patterns and relationships
2.1 Copies, creates, and extends auditory, visual, verbal, and physical movement
patterns
3 Compare, classify (sort), and order
3.1 Makes size comparisons between objects using language (e.g., big/small,
short/tall, full/empty, etc.)
3.2 Classifies (sorts) objects into categories (e.g., size, shape, color, etc.)
3.3 Orders objects based on size, weight, length, or height
4 Geometry and spatial sense
4.1 Recognizes and identifies shapes such as squares, circles, triangles, and
rectangles
4.2 Uses positional words to indicate where objects are in space (e.g., in, out, under,
beside, between, on, etc.)
5 Parts and wholes
5.1 Identifies the missing part of an object or picture of an object (e.g., the wheel
piece is missing from the truck puzzle)
5.2 Recognizes that the amount of a whole remains the same when divided into two
parts (e.g., when an apple is cut in half (two parts) it is still one apple)
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Mississippi Pre-Kindergarten Curriculum Guidelines
for
Three Year Old Children

Scientific Investigation
A young child’s natural curiosity about the world in which he or she lives demands a hands-on
approach to the study of science. A young child’s exploration and investigation becomes
meaningful when there is a caring and knowledgeable adult present to explain and talk about a
concept or principle. Conditions must be favorable for observation, exploration, and
investigation of scientific concepts using materials in the child’s classroom or specimens from
the natural world outside the classroom.

Assessment Guidelines

•

Observation will be the primary method of assessing a three year old child.

•

Assessments help the teacher/caregiver plan future learning experiences.

•

Portfolios and anecdotal notes are suggested procedures for collecting
information and work samples.

•

Observational checklists may be used to record progress toward the
accomplishment of the benchmarks. A sample observational checklist for
Scientific Investigation follows this section.
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Mississippi Pre-Kindergarten Curriculum Guidelines
for
Three Year Old Children
Benchmarks and Expectations
Scientific Investigation
Note: The benchmarks are printed in bold and numbered. The expectations are
numbered to match the benchmarks. The numbers are provided for clarity and
do not reflect the order in which the benchmarks should be taught.
1.

Acquires scientific knowledge related to life science
1.1
1.2

2.

Acquires scientific knowledge related to earth science
2.1
2.2

3.

Begins to recognize characteristics of different seasons and describe weather
Begins to develop an understanding of time-related vocabulary

Engages in simple investigations using science processes
3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4

4.

Begins to observe, explore, and describe a wide variety of live animals and where
they live
Begins to notice individual characteristics of self and living things

Begins to identify materials by texture (smooth/rough, soft/hard)
Recognizes basic colors (e.g., red, blue, green, yellow, etc.)
Begins to demonstrate understanding of the five senses as related to body parts
Begins to compare, sort, classify, order, ask questions, use patterns, and engage in
simple investigations using tools and objects

Develops an understanding of rules and routines related to health and safety
practices
4.1
4.3
4.4

Demonstrates growing independence in hygiene, toileting, nutrition, and personal
care
Begins to follow rules and respond appropriately during emergency drills
Begins to recognize dangerous situations
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Benchmark

Expectation

1
Acquires scientific knowledge related to
life science

1.1
The child will begin to observe, explore,
and name a wide variety of live animals
and where the animals live.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Scientific Investigation
•

Read stories, sing songs and display pictures of animals and the places they live (e.g., “Old
McDonald Had a Farm”). Encourage the child to join you in repeating the words as he/she
imitates animal sounds and movements. Note: Refer to Resource Section in Appendix C for
words to song.

•

Provide opportunities for the child to observe live animals by taking him/her on field trips to
farms, zoos, and petting zoos. Describe his/her observations in personal experience stories.

•

Bring animals to the classroom often. Talk about the care and characteristics of each animal
(e.g., ants, butterflies, caterpillars, earthworms, frogs, gerbils, goldfish, guinea pigs,
hamsters, hermit crabs, and baby chicks).

•

Discuss one animal at a time (e.g., where a cow lives, the name of a cow’s baby, and the
sounds a cow makes). Note: Refer to Resource Section in Appendix C for animal patterns.

•

Place three habitat signs in front of the room: land, air, and water. Display pictures of
animals and talk about where the animals live. Tape the pictures to the appropriate habitat
sign. If some animals live in two habitats, place the picture of the animal between the two
signs.

•

Read or act out a turtle rhyme during large group time. Provide turtle patterns in the art
center, play dough in the science center for making turtle shapes, and turtle picture books in
the library center for the child to “read.” Note: Refer to Resource Section in Appendix C for
the turtle pattern and turtle rhyme.

•

Read The Big Fat Worm by Nancy Van Laan. (The book can be found at your local library.)

•

Bring real earthworms into the classroom for the child to investigate. Treat the child to
“Gummy Worms” during snack time. Note: Refer to directions for “Observing Earthworms”
in the Resource Section in Appendix C.

•

Provide animal cookies during snack time. Talk about the real animals while eating the
animal cookies (e.g., “Mary, you are eating a bear cookie. The bear lives in a forest. What
do you think the bear eats?”).
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Benchmark

Expectations

1
Acquires scientific knowledge related to
life science

1.2
The child will begin to notice individual
characteristics of self and living things.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Scientific Investigation
•

Encourage the child to look at his/her reflection in an unbreakable mirror. Point to the child’s
nose, eyes, lips and hair and discuss what each of the body parts does to help him/her grow
and learn. Note: Do not insist if the child refuses to look in the mirror.

•

Paint the child’s hands and feet with paint or put a little paint in a shallow pan and let the
child dip his/her hands and/or feet into the paint. Help the child make handprints and/or
footprints on a large piece of paper. Talk about what we do when we use our hands and feet.
Compare handprints and footprints. Write the child’s name on the paper and display at the
child’s eye level.

•

Trace the child’s body shape on two large pieces of paper. Let the child color or draw the
nose, mouth, hands, fingers, etc. Write the child’s name on his/her body outline. Cut around
the outline. Staple the sides and bottom of the paper together forming a front and back. Stuff
the body outline with cotton or newspaper. Provide clothes in the dramatic play center for the
child to dress his/her body. Write the child’s name on the body shape and display in the
classroom. Discuss the different body outlines. Talk about different hair and eye colors,
clothing, and sizes.

•

Provide a collection of plants from a garden or florist. Encourage the child to observe,
describe, and compare differences in the plants. Help the child to name the blossom, stems,
and leaves of the different plants. Note: Do not bring poisonous plants into the room.

•

Provide seeds, soil, and containers (paper cups) in the classroom. Write the child’s name on a
paper cup and allow the child to spoon soil into the cup, plant and water the seed. (You might
want to plant seeds in an extra cup or two in case the child’s seed does not grow.) Measure
how much the seed has sprouted each week. Talk about the tiny sprouts and talk about the
leaves as they begin to grow on the stem. Talk about how often the plants need water and
why they are put in the windowsill for sunlight.

•

Explain that corn grows on a plant. Talk about the many ways the child can eat corn. Display
a real ear of corn, a can of corn, a bag of popcorn, and pictures of corn. Follow the directions
for the “Ear of Corn” activity provided in the Resource Section in Appendix C.

•

Read Three Stalks of Corn by Leo Politi and Pickin’ Peas by Margaret R. McDonald. (The
books can be found at your local library.)
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Benchmark

Expectation

2
Acquires scientific knowledge related to
earth science

2.1
The child will begin to recognize
characteristics of different seasons and
describe weather.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Scientific Investigation
•

Display weather pictures on a weather bulletin board near the large group area and talk about
the weather each morning. Tape a picture of sunglasses on the bulletin board on sunny days,
a picture of an umbrella on rainy days, a picture of a winter coat on cold days, and a picture
of a bathing suit on hot days, etc. Talk about things you can and cannot do outside due to
weather conditions.

•

Use a thermometer to measure the daily temperature. Talk about the temperature and about
the kind of clothing the child is wearing (e.g., short sleeve shirt, long sleeve shirt, etc.). Walk
outside and talk about the weather (e.g., sunny, cloudy, cold, hot, etc.).

•

Designate one tree outside the classroom to use as a “Surprise Tree.” The activity is provided
in the Resource Section in Appendix C.

•

Recite and act out rhymes and fingerplays describing the seasons and weather provided in the
Resource Section in Appendix C.

•

Read the Little Polar Bear by Hans De Beer during circle time. Talk about the weather and
the characters described in the book. (The book can be found at your local library.)

•

Display pictures that depict activities (e.g., skiing, swimming, picnicking, etc.) that are
enjoyed during different seasons of the year (e.g., Summer, Spring, Winter, and Fall). Help
the child sort pictures into groups based on the activity and the season.

•

Sing “Jingle Bells” with the child. Discuss winter and the characteristics of snow. Place a
piece of construction paper in a pan or shallow box. Place a golf ball in white tempera paint.
Remove the ball from the paint and place it in the box or pan. Encourage the child to roll the
ball around in the pan to create a snowy effect on the paper.

•

Make a sorting game using cut out pictures from magazines depicting activities that are
enjoyed during different seasons of the year (e.g., swimming, picnicking, snow skiing, etc.).
Ask the child to sort pictures into groups for each season.

66

Benchmark

Expectation

2
Acquires scientific knowledge related to
earth science

2.2
The child will begin to develop an
understanding of time-related vocabulary.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Scientific Investigation
•

Read Margaret Wise Brown’s book Goodnight Moon. Talk about the pictures in the book.
Encourage the child to talk about bedroom routines and how he/she feels when it is time to
go to bed. Provide a box with bedtime props such as a small blanket, pillow, book, and
stuffed animals. Pretend that it is time to go to bed by having a “goodnight” time together.
(The book can be found at your local library.)

•

Talk about how the sky looks when it is bedtime (night). Talk about how difficult it is to see
clearly at night. Cut a moon and several star shapes out of construction paper. Help the child
paste one moon and several star shapes on a black sheet of construction paper. Talk with the
child about the picture. Tell the child that the stars are always in the sky but their light is not
seen until the sky is dark.

•

Recite and act out rhymes and fingerplays related to day/night activities such as the ones
provided in the Resource Section in Appendix C.

•

Use calendar activities to help the child understand time concepts. Since time concepts are
difficult, limit calendar activities to three to five minutes. Post a large calendar near the large
group area. Review the name of the month and the day of the week with the child.
Encourage the child to point to each number on the calendar with a pointer. Encourage the
child to place the new number on the calendar. Talk about yesterday, today, and tomorrow.
Special events can be added to the calendar such as a birthdays, field trips, or holidays.

•

Talk with the child about routines and events. Emphasize events in terms of things today,
yesterday, and tomorrow.

•

Use the same signal or words each day to calm the child's anxiety and confusion about
transition times. Model words for the child to use when it is “time” to go home or “time” to
read a story. Point to the numbers on a large clock to show the child when it is “time” for
snack or lunch.
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Benchmark

Expectation

3
Engages in simple investigations using
science processes

3.1
The child will begin to identify materials
by texture (e.g., smooth/rough and
soft/hard).

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Scientific Investigation
•

Display common household objects (e.g., comb, pencil, toothbrush, spoon, ball, clock,
crayon) and talk about the texture of each object as you place it inside a pillowcase. Next, ask
the child to put his/her hand into the pillowcase, find an object, and guess the name of the
object. As the child removes the object from the pillowcase prompt the child to name the
object and describe the texture.

•

Provide a variety of textured materials in the art center for the child to experiment with and
explore (e.g., finger paint, sandpaper, yarn, cotton, net, silk, felt, velvet, pipe cleaners,
buttons, etc.) Model new vocabulary words for the child to use in describing how each
material feels.

•

Read Everybody Needs a Rock by Byrd Baylor. Follow the instructions in the Resource
Section in Appendix C for the “My Favorite Rock” activity.

•

Display objects with different textures (e.g., erasers, pipe cleaners, sandpaper, and velvet
material). Talk about the texture as the child feels each object. Place the objects into a sock.
Encourage the child to place his/her hand inside the sock and name the object by touch
instead of sight. Remove the object from the sock to see if the child made the correct guess.

•

Draw a square on a large sheet of paper. Help the child apply glue around the edges of the
square and sprinkle colored sand on top of the glue. Talk about how the shape feels after the
application of sand.
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Benchmark

Expectation

3
Engages in simple investigation using
science processes

3.2
The child will recognize basic colors (e.g.,
red, blue, green, yellow, etc.).

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Scientific Investigation
•

Plan a day where all activities are focused on a certain color. Example: On Red Day the child
will dress in red, eat red apples during snack time, color with red crayons in the art center,
play with red trucks in the construction center, and use red manipulatives in the math center.
During large group time the teacher will read Red Is Best by Kathy Stinson.

•

Draw happy faces on different colors of circles (e.g., red, blue, green, or yellow). Talk about
the color of each happy face and name other things that are the same color. Select one happy
face and take a classroom walk pointing out objects of the same color. Provide activities in
various centers that will allow the child to identify and play with objects of the same color
(e.g., build a house using only yellow blocks).

•

Place paint chips, crayons, shapes, or other objects on a table for the child to view through a
colored mask. The mask can be made from colored cellophane taped onto a piece of
cardboard shaped like a mask. Use red, blue, or green cellophane for the most interesting
effects.

•

Talk about colors in your everyday conversations with the child (e.g., “Simon has on a blue
shirt today. Joanna is playing with a yellow truck. Jackie is eating a red apple.”).

•

Read Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister. Talk about the colors in the pictures. (The book can
be found at your local library.)

•

Provide helium-filled colored balloons with strings during outside play. Encourage the child
to act out the rhyme below:
My Wonderful Balloon
I had a wonderful yellow balloon
As pretty as could be.
But when I let go of the string
My wonderful balloon flew away from me.
Yellow balloon, yellow balloon
Where oh where can you be?
Note: Always exercise caution when using balloons in activities with young children.
Balloons are easily swallowed and may be a choking hazard.
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Benchmark

Expectation

3
Engages in simple investigation using
science processes

3.3
The child will begin to demonstrate an
understanding of the five senses as related
to body parts.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Scientific Investigation
•

Play a listening game in which the child turns his/her back to you and listens to the sounds
you make. Clap your hands. Then tap on wood. Encourage the child to tell you if the sounds
are alike or different. Ask the child to try to identify the sounds you made. Talk about the
sounds and repeat the game making new sounds. Note: Improvement in hearing and
identifying sounds should happen with practice.

•

Make odor boxes using objects (e.g., fruit, coffee beans, flowers, garlic herbs, pine needles,
soil, vanilla extract, vinegar, etc.). Place each object in a different box. Punch holes in the
box top and join the child in smelling and describing the contents of each box.

•

Cut an orange and ask questions about how the orange looks, feels, smells, and taste (e.g.,
“What other part of the orange is the same color as the peel of the orange? Is the orange
sweet like candy or salty like pretzels?”).

•

Place a small amount of sugar, salt, flour, and baking soda on separate pieces of wax paper.
Provide a magnifying glass to look at the four substances. Investigate with the child and talk
and try to identify what the substances are. Tasting is allowed.

•

Provide six film canisters, six cotton balls, vanilla, peppermint, and lemon extract. Sprinkle
the extracts on two cotton balls for each scent (e.g., two vanilla, two peppermint and two
lemon) and place each cotton ball in a canister. Encourage the child to open a canister, smell
the cotton ball and find the canister with the matching smell. Repeat.

•

Make sound bottles using empty plastic margarine containers with lids. Fill eight containers
with food items (e.g., two with salt, two with rice, two with macaroni, and two with dried
beans). Seal the containers, shake, listen to the sounds, and talk about what you hear. Talk
about listening for sounds that are alike. Model finding two containers that make the same
sound. Provide time and support for the child to complete the activity independently.

•

Blend a banana and a cup of milk and add a little yellow food coloring to make “Monkey
Milk.” As you drink the milk, talk about other things that you could add to milk to make it
look and taste different.
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Benchmark

Expectation

3
Engages in simple investigation using
science processes

3.4
The child will begin to compare, sort,
classify, order, ask questions, use patterns,
and engage in simple investigations using
tools and objects.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Scientific Investigation
•

Conduct weekly classroom “information hunts.” The child is named as scientist of the week
and given the job of finding an answer to a question. Help the child solve the problem or find
the answer to the question by collecting information and reporting the answer (e.g., How
many children in the class wear blue coats?). Note: The child may need guidance and support
in collecting information and solving questions.

•

Demonstrate and talk about why and how things happen. Example: Assist the child in filling
an empty ice tray with water and placing it in the freezer. When the water is frozen take the
tray out and talk about what happened to the water. Pour water or juice over the ice cubes
and enjoy the cool drink.

•

Provide ramps and/or materials for constructing simple ramps. Provide time for the child to
experiment with building and using ramps. Note: The directions for the “ramp” activity are
in the Resource Section in Appendix C.

•

Experiment with “up and down pulleys.” To prepare a pulley-like contraption, tie a string to
the handle of a small basket filled with toy animals, toy figures, books, etc. Use two chairs to
support the ends of a wooden dowel. (A broomstick works fine.) Place the basket on the floor
and loop the string over the dowel. Pull down on one end of the string and the basket will lift
up. When playing outside, loop the pulley over a low tree branch and load toys in the basket
for up and down play on the playground. Ask the child to think about other ideas for playing
with the pulley.

•

Cover a small table with newspaper before placing a bowl of water and bottles of yellow,
green, blue, and red food coloring on the table. Allow the child to choose one color to mix
into the water. Encourage the child to add and mix a second color. Talk with the child about
what happened to the water once the second color was added to the mixture.

•

Provide opportunities to help the child understand the fascinating world of science by asking
open-ended questions. During common activities (e.g., popping corn, adding food coloring
to water, etc.) ask questions such as, “What do you think will happen if… ?” “What
happened when…?” Make a chart to show the child’s answer(s). Challenge the child to
justify his/her thinking. Complete the activity and record observations. Compare predictions
to observations.
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•

Provide opportunities to ask questions. Explain that asking a question is a good way to find
out what we need to know. Hold up objects and ask questions.
Example:
® What color is this?
® When can you play with this?
® Why does this have wheels?
® Who put this here?

•

Make a “Whooo Owl” hand puppet out of a paper bag. Draw an owl face on the paper bag.
Place the bag puppet on your hand and ask the child WHO questions.
Example:
® Whooo is your teacher?
® Whooo has brown hair?
® Whooo has a red shirt on?
® Whooo do you love?
To extend the Owl activity, recite the poem below:
Mr. Owl
Late at night when you’re in bed,
Mr. Owl perks up his head.
He looks left and he looks right,
In the dark all through the night.
Hear him hoot when you’re in bed,
When Mr. Owl perks up his head.
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Benchmark

Expectation

4
Develops an understanding of rules and
routines related to health and safety
practices

4.1
The child will begin to demonstrate
growing independence in hygiene,
toileting, nutrition, and personal care.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Scientific Investigation
•

Model how to use good table manners at home, at school, and in a restaurant. The
kitchen/cooking center is an excellent place for the child to practice using good table
manners. Praise the child for proper use of napkin and eating utensils. Never scold the child
for spilling or dropping food. Recite the following verse to help remind the child remember
to use good manners:
Let us try to be polite
In all we say and do.
Remember now, those
Special words:
“Excuse me,” “Please,”
and “Thank you.”

•

Model what you want the child to learn instead of telling him/her. Provide opportunities for
role-play in various centers that allow the child time to practice proper health habits (e.g.,
tooth brushing, using Kleenex, washing hands, etc.).

•

Recite and act out rhymes and fingerplays such as the ones provided in the Resource Section
in Appendix C to stress the importance of following daily health routines.

•

Provide assistance (if necessary) and encouragement with bathroom needs.
Note: Toileting may still be difficult for the child and accidents may happen. Never scold a
child for accidentally soiling clothes.

•

Remind the child of health practices related to toileting (e.g., wiping, flushing, and hand
washing). Singing the “Happy Birthday” song while washing hands is a tool that ensures that
the child has washed long enough. Note: The child should wash his/her hands a full ten
seconds after toileting.
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Benchmark

Expectation

4
Develops an understanding of rules and
routines related to health and safety
practices

4.2
The child will begin to follow classroom
rules and respond appropriately during
emergency drills.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Scientific Investigation
•

Visit the parked bus area and model how to correctly cross the street when loading and
unloading the bus. Set up a pretend bus in the classroom and allow the child to practice safety
skills. Talk about riding the bus or car to the school/center and why it is important to sit
properly and obey rules.

•

Model what the child should do in case of fire. Emphasize that he/she cannot hide from fire,
but he/she can escape. Talk about the school/center fire escape plan. An escape plan should
include knowing how to get out of a room. The child should learn that once he/she is out of a
building that is burning, he/she should never go back inside.

•

Teach the child to use a different exit if he/she encounters smoke or flames when escaping
from a fire. If the child must escape through smoke, he/she should crawl on hands and knees
keeping the head about a foot above the floor. (The air will be cleaner there.) Provide an
opportunity for the child to practice crawling under smoke. Stretch a sheet two feet above the
floor to represent the “pretend” smoke along the exit route. Have the child find an alternate
escape route or crawl under the sheet to the exit. Talk with parents about fire safety. Send
information home on the importance of having smoke detectors and developing home fire
escape plans.

•

Talk to the child about what to do if his/her clothing catches on fire. Teach the child to “stop,
drop, and roll.” Act out what the child should do in specific fire situations. Example: Pretend
you wake up and there is smoke in your bedroom. Crawl low under the smoke to the exit.
Pretend you are helping in the kitchen and your shirt sleeve catches on fire. Stop, Drop,
Roll. Practice the Stop, Drop, and Roll drill in the classroom following the instructions
below:
® STOP where you are.
® Don’t run. DROP to the ground!
® ROLL. Cover your face with your hands and roll over and over to smother the flames.
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Benchmark

Expectation

4
Develops an understanding of rules and
routines related to health and safety
practices

4.3
The child will begin to recognize
dangerous situations.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Scientific Investigation
•

Place things that are safe to eat or drink (e.g., fruit juice, milk, bread, etc.) and common
household hazards (e.g., toilet bowl cleaners, nail polish, nail polish remover, mouthwash,
perfume or cologne, moth balls, etc.) in a box. Slowly remove each item and talk about why
the item is safe or unsafe. Note: Carefully monitor all unsafe materials. Keep the unsafe
materials out of the child’s reach.

•

Explain that matches are for grown-ups only and that matches and lighters are tools and not
toys. Tell the child that matches and lighters can get hot and hurt him/her. (The message
should be clear that a child does not touch matches or lighters.) Instruct the child to tell a
grown-up when matches or lighters are found. Sing and act out the “What Do I Do?” song
during large group time. Note: The words to the songs are in the Resource Section in
Appendix C.

•

Use the movement activity below to build on the child’s knowledge of things that are not safe
to eat and drink.
Mr Yuk-Oh
Mr. Yuk-Oh means NO, NO, NO! (Shake head and pointer finger)
If you see him GO, GO, GO! (Run in place)
If you see him anywhere, (Cup hand above eye and look around)
You will know that poison’s there! (Frown and push away with hands)

•

Display pictures of things that are safe playthings (e.g., bikes, dolls, and balls) and things that
are unsafe playthings (e.g., matches, sharp knives, pointed objects, and power tools). Place
the pictures in a box and pull them out one at a time. Talk about what is safe or unsafe to
play with and why.

•

Role-play an emergency situation in which the child calls 911 for help. Example: (Child’s
name) and mommy are alone in the house. (Child’s name) is helping mommy wash the
dishes when all of a sudden mommy falls down. Mommy’s eyes are closed, and she cannot
talk. (Child’s name) is scared because something is wrong with mommy. (Child’s name)
goes to the telephone and dials 911. When someone answers the phone, (child’s name) tells
them that mommy is hurt and needs help.
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Scientific Investigation Observational Checklist
Child’s Name:

Teacher’s Name:

School/Center Name:

Year:

Code: 1 = Needs Development

2 = Developing as Expected

3 = Advanced Development

Note: The checklist should be used three times a year at minimum. (Fall, Mid-Year, and Spring)
Observations
Benchmarks and Expectations
1 Acquires scientific knowledge related to life science
1.1 Begins to observe, explore and describe a wide variety of live animals and where they
live
1.2 Begins to notice individual characteristics of self and living things

2 Acquires scientific knowledge related to earth science
2.1 Begins to recognize characteristics of different seasons and describe weather
2.2 Begins to develop in the process of understanding time-related vocabulary

3 Engages in simple investigations using science processes
3.1 Begins to identify materials by texture (smooth/rough, soft/hard)
3.2 Recognizes basic colors (e.g., red, blue, green, yellow)
3.3 Begins to demonstrate understanding of the five senses as related to body parts
3.4 Begins to compare, sort, classify, order, ask questions, use patterns and engage in simple
investigations using tools and objects

4 Develops an understanding of rules and routines
related to health and safety practices
4.1 Demonstrates growing independence in hygiene, toileting, nutrition and personal care.
4.2 Begins to follow rules and respond appropriately during emergency drills
4.3 Begins to recognize dangerous situations
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Fall

MidYear

Spring

Mississippi Pre-Kindergarten Curriculum Guidelines
for
Three Year Old Children

Social/Emotional Development
A child's early relationships with parents, teachers, caregivers, and peers are the foundation for
social competence and emotional security. A solid base of social competence and emotional
security enables a child to participate fully in learning experiences. A child's future achievement
and experiences are more productive and positive when he or she has a sense of personal wellbeing grounded in stable, caring relationships in the early years. An unhappy, angry, stressed, or
fearful child is preoccupied and unable to give his or her full attention and engagement to
learning experiences.

Assessment Guidelines

•

Observation will be the primary method of assessing a three year old child.

•

Assessments help the teacher/caregiver plan future learning experiences.

•

Portfolios and anecdotal notes are suggested procedures for collecting information and
work samples.

•

Observational checklists may be used to record progress toward the accomplishment of
the benchmarks. A sample observational checklist for Social/Emotional Development
follows this section
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Mississippi Pre-Kindergarten Curriculum Guidelines
for
Three Year Old Children
Benchmarks and Expectations
Social/Emotional Development
Note: The benchmarks are printed in bold and numbered. The expectations are
numbered to match the benchmarks. The numbers are provided for clarity and
do not reflect the order in which the benchmarks should be taught.
1.

Engages in different kinds of play in various settings
1.1
1.2

2.

Develops self-help skills
2.1
2.2
2.3

3.

Shows interest and curiosity in different activities and begins to make choices
Shows flexibility, inventiveness, and interest in solving problems
Begins to complete common tasks independently and seek help with more
difficult tasks

Develops social awareness and participates in a supportive classroom community
3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4

4.

Engages in solitary, parallel, and onlooker play in various settings
Engages in creative, imaginary, dramatic, and musical play in various settings

Transitions with ease and follows established classroom rules and
routines
Responds to simple requests, helps with simple housekeeping tasks, and shows
respect for classroom materials
Begins to show an awareness of and care for living things
Begins to “take a turn,” show an interest in communicating and sharing
information with others, interact with others during group time, and understand
that toys and materials can be owned by others

Develops self-discipline and a positive self-concept
4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5

Begins to express frustrations and anger without harming self, others, or property
Begins to understand that families are different and multicultural
Begins to express “personal space boundaries”
Begins to show preferences and express wishes
Begins to offer and accept affections and encouraging words from other children
and adults
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Benchmark

Expectation

1
Engages in different kinds of play in
various settings

1.1
The child will engage in solitary, parallel,
and onlooker play in various settings.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Social/Emotional Development
•

Provide adequate time, space, and materials for the child to focus on self-directed, selfcorrecting activities.

•

Create a play tent by covering a small table with a sheet. Provide props such as a flashlight
and allow the child to pretend he/she is in another place (e.g., outdoors, in the backyard, in
the park, or in a jungle).

•

Use a large appliance box to make a place for the child to go when he/she wants to be alone.
Cut a door and windows in the box and let the child decorate the box with paint or markers.
Place the box in a quiet area of the room and fill with pillows, soft animals, and books. Tell
the child that when he/she wants to be alone, he/she can go to the “Cozy Corner” to think,
rest, or read a book. You may want to create a listening center by placing a cassette player
and tapes inside the box.

•

Provide a play activity with no expectation of sharing. During circle time, encourage the
child to join you and others in playing “Washing Socks.” Ask the child to remove his/her
socks and shoes and toss the socks into the “washing machine” (a box) to be washed. When
the socks are dry, the child will find his/her socks along with other children’s socks.

•

Provide opportunities for the child to play beside other children (e.g., cooking in the kitchen
center, sweeping the floor, or setting the table).

•

Provide a variety of riding toys for the child. He/she will enjoy sharing the same outdoor
riding area with other children.

•

Since the child may not yet be ready to share the same toy(s), provide several toys of the
same kind (e.g., one train track with several red engines and several yellow boxcars). Use a
timer to set a limit on playtime with popular activities or toys.

•

Allow the child to observe other children as they play. Join the child and encourage him/her
to talk about what he/she sees (e.g., “Bailee, tell me what happened when Jordan threw the
ball over the fence?”).

•

Play group games that allow the child to play and observe other children in play, such as
“Shake A Hand.” Note: Refer to Resource Section in Appendix C for words to games.
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Benchmark

Expectation

1
Engages in different kinds of play in
various settings

1.2
The child will engage in creative,
imaginary, dramatic, and musical play in
various settings.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Social/Emotional Development
•

Read a variety of books to the child (e.g., fairy tales, nursery rhymes, fiction, non-fiction, and
poetry) during circle time. Read silly stories, tell funny stories, laugh often, and model a
positive attitude and creativity in responding to the materials read. Provide a variety of finger
puppets, costumes, felt boards, and materials for the child to use in dramatizing familiar
stories.

•

Provide opportunities for the child to recreate familiar stories in the dramatic play center.
Provide props and dress up clothes. Note: This center may be noisy.

•

Expose the child to a variety of art, music, literature, and drama. Take the child to
appropriate plays and movies, musical performances, museums, and visual arts exhibits.

•

Invite artists, writers, and/or musicians to the classroom to discuss their work. Provide
opportunities in the classroom music and art centers to paint, write, or play musical
instruments “just like” the visitor.

•

Provide paper and a pencil in the kitchen area for the child to use in making a grocery list.
Create a pretend grocery store in the dramatic play center. Encourage the child to visit the
pretend grocery store, shop, and pay for the items on the list.

•

Put matching stickers on different children’s hands. Play music and have them dance around
the room. Stop the music and tell the children to find a friend with a sticker that matches or
looks just like the one on their hand.

•

Provide a large plastic egg, dried corn, and glue for the child to use in making an egg shaker.
Help the child spoon a tablespoon of dried corn into the plastic egg and glue the egg closed.
Play music and let the child shake his/her egg to music.
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Benchmark

Expectation

2
Develops self-help skills

2.1
The child will show interest and curiosity
in different activities and will begin to
make choices.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Social/Emotional Development
•

Praise the child often and provide materials and activities where he/she will experience
success. Provide at least two activities in each learning center to allow the child a choice.

•

Provide opportunities for the child to select a book for you to read.

•

Encourage the child to help plan a parade. Use riding toys, costumes, rhythm instruments,
and a wagon as a “float.” Allow the child to choose any piece of clothing or costume from
the dramatic play center to wear. Parade through the classroom or school/center.

•

Provide an environment in which the child feels secure, safe, and loved. Provide
opportunities for the child to make choices (e.g., what to eat, where to sit, what to play).
Example:
® Dressing up for a pretend tea party.
® Drawing a picture using paper and crayons.
® Looking through picture books.
® Playing with cars and trucks.

•

Model asking questions and thinking aloud during daily routines.

•

Tell the child about your favorite hobbies and interests. Encourage the child to talk about
important people, places, and things in the world around him/her. Provide books in the
library center about some of his/her favorite places and things.
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Benchmark

Expectation

2
Develops self-help skills

2.2
The child will show flexibility,
inventiveness, and interest in solving
problems.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Social/Emotional Development
•

Provide a variety of materials, such as empty containers (e.g., oatmeal boxes, spools, and
toilet paper rolls) and allow the child to make his/her own creation.

•

Demonstrate “experiments” such as mixing different colors of paint together to make new
colors. Allow time for the child to practice without adult assistance.

•

Model flexibility during daily activities (e.g., “You may use the yellow crayon. I will use
another color.”).

•

Help the child think of alternatives to common occurrences.
How many ways can you think of to…
® Go down a hill?
® Cover your head?
® Keep warm?
® Get across the room?
® Read a book?

•

Develop thinking skills by asking the child to respond to questions such as the ones below:
What if…
® There was no sun all day?
® The postman brought you an elephant?
® Your hair turned orange?
® You found a box of matches?

•

Encourage the child to think about ways to solve a problem (e.g., “Laura, how do you think
we can reach the box on the top shelf?”).

•

Praise the child when he/she shows eagerness and curiosity as a learner.
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Benchmark

Expectation

2
Develops self-help skills

2.3
The child will begin to complete common
tasks independently and seek help with
more difficult tasks.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Social/Emotional Development
•

Allow the child to put on his/her socks, shoes, and outer garments and ask if you can assist
him/her in lacing shoestrings, zipping, and buttoning garments.

•

Model and encourage the child to use eating utensils and napkins correctly during mealtime.

•

Reinforce the child when he/she asks for help.

•

Ask the child for suggestions when you have a problem. Model seeking help for a problem
(e.g., “Greg, I need a yellow crayon to color my sun. What can I do?” “Lawrence, my hands
are dirty. What should I do?”).

•

Celebrate the child’s successes. Talk about the ways he/she is growing. Make a growth chart.
Measure and record the child’s height and weight. Talk about how much he/she has grown on
the outside. Talk about how much the child has grown in other ways. Add tags marking
special events on the child’s growth chart.
Example:
® Chris can say his whole name.
® Jackie caught a ball today.
® Arlene buttoned her coat.
® Coretta tied her shoelaces.
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Benchmark

Expectation

3
Develops social awareness and participates
in a supportive classroom community

3.1
The child will transition with ease and
follow established classroom rules and
routines.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Social/Emotional Development
Note: Transitions should be quick and fun, provide a change of pace, help give consistency, be
planned (when possible), and enable the child to move easily through the day.
•

Alert the child five minutes before it is time for the activity to end in order for him/her to
begin thinking about the transition from one activity to another. Signal a change in activities
by ringing a bell, singing a song, or chanting a rhyme.

•

Establish good routines that the child can easily understand and follow. Create a daily
schedule using pictures and names of transition times. Point to the schedule during circle
time and talk about what will happen during the day. Establish clear and simple rules about
transition times. Post the schedule in the classroom at the child’s eye level.

•

Establish simple classroom rules to help the child understand that it is his/her social
responsibility to follow class rules in order not to infringe on the rights of others. Talk about
rules in a positive manner. Talk about what the child should do rather than what he/she
should not do (e.g., “We walk in the room,” rather than “We don’t run in the room.”). Limit
class rules to four or five positive statements (e.g., “We walk. We listen. We respect each
other. We use our inside voices.”). Write class rules on a poster board. Illustrate the rules
with appropriate drawings and/or pictures. Guide the child’s actions by referring to the rules
as needed.

•

Model words for the child to use in responding to teacher questions regarding classroom
routines. Example: The teacher states, “Jan, we wash our hands before eating lunch.” The
teacher then asks the child a question, “What do we do to our hands before eating lunch?”
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Benchmark

Expectation

3
Develops social awareness and participates
in a supportive classroom community

3.2
The child will respond to simple requests,
help with simple housekeeping tasks, and
show respect for classroom materials.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Social/Emotional Development
•

Provide opportunities in the dramatic play or kitchen center for the child to set the table, feed
the baby doll, wash doll clothes, sweep the floor, dust the furniture, etc.

•

Model respect for classroom materials (e.g., how to handle a book and where to put materials
at the end of an activity). Model how to cap markers and close glue sticks by listening for the
“snap” sound. Provide clear expectations for new materials as they are used.

•

Talk about ways the child can help in the classroom. List jobs that the child can do and post
the job list on the wall. Ask the child what he/she would like to do each day. Tape the child’s
name next to the chosen job. Develop a method of rotating jobs so each child gets a turn at
each job. Job assignments should not be related to good behavior. Rotation should be a fair
system where everyone gets a turn.
Job Suggestions:
® Wash the table.
® Pass out napkins and eating utensils.
® Water the plants.
® Pass out juice and crackers.
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Benchmark

Expectation

3
Develops social awareness and participates
in a supportive classroom community

3.3
The child will begin to show an awareness
of and care for living things.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Social/Emotional Development
•

Explain that a tree is alive and that it must have food, air and water to grow. Once the tree
has been cut for wood it can no longer grow and stay alive. Continue by asking questions
such as “What keeps people like me and you alive?” Point to objects or people in the room
and ask the question “Is this _____alive?” Extend the activity by asking the child to cut or
tear pictures of things that are alive from old magazines. (The teacher’s assistance may be
needed.) Make a collage of living things to hang on the wall at the child’s eye level.

•

Allow the child to have a turn feeding pets or cleaning out animal cages.

•

Allow the child to water plants inside the classroom.

•

Plan games and activities with rotating members so the child will have an opportunity to play
with different classmates.

•

Encourage the child to interact with other children during lunchtime or other special times
during the day. Act out rhymes such as “Hello Neighbor” to help the child become aware of
other children. Note: See Resource Section in Appendix C for words to the activity.

•

Recite and act out the fingerplay below to help the child develop an awareness of other
children.
Playmates
(begin with closed fists)
From a window in this house
(open one fist, fingers point up)
From a window in this house
(other fist open, fingers point up)
Playmates wave at each other
(close fists, then thumbs wag at each other)
Playmates jump and jump and jump
(hands go up and down quickly)
And have such fun!
(hands together and clap)
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Benchmark

Expectation

3
Develops social awareness and participates
in a supportive classroom community

3.4
The child will begin to “take a turn,”
interact with others during group time, and
understand that toys and materials can
belong to others.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Social/Emotional Development
•

Talk about “being a friend” and how special it is to take turns and work with others. Provide
opportunities such as the ones below for the child to work with other children in the
classroom.
Take turns…
® Cleaning up after a snack.
® Picking up toys in the play area.
® Setting the table for lunch.

•

Recite the rhyme below to help the child with “taking turns.”
Friends
Friends take turns and share their toys
with the other girls and boys.
Friends put their toys away,
kind and happy words they say
all through the day.

•

Read the book Cherries and Cherry Pits by Vera B. Williams during large group time time.
(The book can be found at your local library.)

•

Model singing and acting out the “Itsy Bitsy Spider” song during large group time. Cut a
spider out of black construction paper using the pattern provided in the Resource Section in
Appendix C. Let the children take turns moving the spider up and down.

•

Play games with the child and model taking turns. Give cues such as “my turn” and “your
turn.” Model fairness and respectful ways of “taking turns” while interacting with others
(e.g., “Ray, may I use the green crayon after you color your picture?”).

•

Make instant pudding with the children. Pour the milk and pudding mix into a jar. With the
lid tightly closed, let the children take turns shaking the pudding. You can encourage taking
turns by counting to 10 and then passing the jar to the next child. Continue until the pudding
is ready to eat. Pour the pudding into paper cups and let the pudding stand at least five
minutes before eating.
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•

Insert several small “I Spy” items into a two-liter plastic bottle (e.g., a Barbie doll shoe, a
dime, paper clip, etc.). Fill the bottle one-half to three-fourths full with birdseed. The
children will take turns turning the bottle to find the items.

•

Encourage the child to bring a favorite thing to circle time for “show and tell” (e.g., a favorite
blanket, cup, hat, puzzle, etc.). Use “show and tell” time as an opportunity to explain to the
child that the different show and tell items do not belong to everyone, but everyone enjoys
seeing and hearing about the items. To extend the activity, play “show and ask.” Allow the
other children to ask questions about the item. Conduct this as a small group of no more than
seven children. If necessary, assign three children a day to bring an item (if they wish) to
discuss.

•

Place the children in a circle and roll a ball to each child. Say each child’s name before you
roll the ball to him/her. As the ball rolls, have the children chant… “I have a good friend, a
good friend, a good friend. I have a good friend and (child’s name) is his/her name.” Repeat,
calling each child’s name.

•

Set up a “Subway Factory” in the kitchen and have children make an assembly line. Give
each child a pair of plastic gloves and a job to do. Explain that once he/she finishes the
assigned job, he/she must pass the sandwich along to the next child and begin working on the
next sub sandwich.
Example:
® One child places the bread on a plate.
® One child butters the bread.
® One child adds a piece of luncheon meat.
® One child adds a slice of cheese.
® One child adds lettuce.
® One child adds a slice of tomato.
® One child places the other slice of bread on top.

•

Provide toy figures, toy animals, or puppet characters and help the child take turns with other
children “talking” for the different characters.
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Benchmarks

Expectations

4
Develops self discipline and a positive selfconcept

4.1
The child will begin to express frustrations
and anger without harming self, others, or
property.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Social/Emotional Development
Note: Explain to the child that feeling angry is natural and that everyone feels angry sometimes
(including adults). Explain that although it is okay to feel angry, it is not okay to hurt others or
yourself when you are angry. Remember that anger is a developmental problem, not a moral
problem.
•

Provide outlets for the child’s anger and frustrations such as play dough for pounding, drums
or pots and pans for beating, crayons and paper for drawing or scribbling.

•

Let the child know that you believe in him/her and expect him/her to do well. Separate the
misbehavior from the child. Example: “Charles, I don’t like it when you throw toys, but I
still like you. I know you will do better tomorrow.”

•

Redirect the child who is not allowed to play what and/or where he/she wants to play to
another area rather than allowing the child to do “nothing” or throw a temper tantrum.
Repeat statements such as “Robin, what can you find to play with in the kitchen area while
Lisa is playing with the baby doll?” “Wanda, you can build with Legos while Leon is
building with the Lincoln Logs.”

•

Ignore temper tantrums and other negative behavior as much as possible. Teach the child
how to solve his/her own problems when playing alone or around other children. Consider
the likelihood of someone getting hurt or property being damaged before deciding to
intervene.
Six steps to follow when intervention is necessary:
1. Warn the child and redirect him/her if possible.
2. If the child persists in doing what he/she has been told not to do, act calmly and
promptly. Remove the child and insist that he/she sit beside you, telling him/her that
he/she has lost his/her privilege.
3. Discuss feelings and rules after a reasonable period of calm.
4. Involve the child in the decision when to go back, because taking responsibility for
his/her own behavior is a crucial part of helping the child develop self-control.
5. Help the child be successful when he/she does go back. Take a few minutes and get
him/her really interested. Congratulate the child when he/she has settled down.
6. If the child repeats the same behavior, go through the steps again. After the second
intervention, the child must choose another place to play.
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•

Tape a large paper “stop” sign to a yardstick. Tape a “go” sign on the opposite side. The
child may move when the “go” sign is facing the child and stop when the “stop” sign is
facing the child. Keep the periods of time limited to 15-20 seconds. Play the game inside or
outside as the child is riding a tricycle, playing with cars and trucks, or moving to music.
Play the game often to help the child develop self-control and understand limits.

•

Demonstrate how to cool down when angry. For instance, take deep breaths.

•

Teach the child to be a good friend and neighbor by modeling kind words and actions.
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Benchmark

Expectation

4
Develops self discipline and a positive selfconcept

4.2
The child will begin to understand that
families are different and can come from a
variety of cultures.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Social/Emotional Development
•

Invite parents to bring ethnic foods to the classroom. Provide opportunities for the child to
taste and talk about a variety of foods and dishes from other countries.

•

Talk about different languages. Sing the bilingual song below to the tune of “London
Bridge.”
Hola Todos
Hola todos, si, si, si
Si, si, si, si, si, si
Hola todos, si, si, si
Si, si, si, amigos!
Hello Everybody
Hello everybody, yes, yes, yes,
Yes, yes, yes, yes, yes, yes
Hello everybody, yes, yes, yes
Yes, yes, yes, friends!

•

Show an interest in the child’s family life by asking open-ended questions (e.g., “Tell me
what you had for dinner last night? Tell me about your pet. Tell me about your family.”).

•

Encourage the child to bring pictures of his/her family or draw pictures of his/her family.
Decorate the bulletin board using the pictures. Recite and act out the fingerplay below:
I am Different
I am different from my head to my toes.
(Point to self and then to head and toes.)
I am different from my eyes to my nose.
(Point to self and then eyes and nose.)
I come from a place that is far and wide.
(Point to self and then spread your arms wide open.)
A place where we all smile instead of cry.
(Act like you are tracing your lips into a smile and
bring hands down eyes as if you were crying.)
I am different as you can see.
(Point to self then at a friend.)
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But I still have a lot of love in me!
(Point to self and place a hand over the heart and then hug yourself.)
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Benchmark

Expectation

4
Develops self discipline and a positive selfconcept

4.3
The child begins to express “personal space
boundaries.”

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Social/Emotional Development
•

Model facial expressions that make you look happy, sad, angry, jealous, etc. Provide an
unbreakable mirror for the child to watch himself/herself make a variety of facial expressions
as you call out different emotion words (e.g., “Jessie, look at yourself in the mirror and make
a sad face.”) This activity helps the child develop a sense of personal space and body
boundaries.

•

Role-play “personal boundary” situations during group time (e.g., how close to stand by a
friend while talking in line or playing).

•

Use puppets to model words for the child to use when other children get too close.

•

Help the child explore body boundaries by tracing his/her hands. Talk about some of the
things he/she can do with their hands that do not hurt anyone.
Example:
® Draw pictures.
® Squeeze lemons.
® Pound play dough.
® Stir food.
® Read books.

•

Provide a 12 x 18-inch piece of construction paper for the child to decorate. Write the child’s
name on the paper and laminate. The child will use his/her mat to sit on during circle time.
Sitting on a personal mat helps the child develop a sense of personal space.

•

Provide the child with a space to store his/her personal items. Label with his/her name and
picture.

•

Provide a shoebox and allow the child to decorate it. After the box has been decorated, print
the child’s name on it so there will not be any confusion about ownership. Use the shoebox to
store special things that do not have to be shared. Encourage the child to talk about what
he/she keeps in the box and why the things are important. This helps the child define
personal boundaries.
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Benchmark

Expectation

4
Develops self discipline and a positive selfconcept

4.4
The child will begin to show preferences
and express wishes.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Social/Emotional Development
•

Provide many choices in learning center activities.

•

Provide a wide assortment of materials with which the child may work.

•

Encourage the child to take responsibility for his/her choices (e.g., “Laura, you chose to play
with the blocks. You may go to the art center after you finish playing in the block center.”).

•

Recite “I wish I might, I wish I may, have this wish I wish today. I wish for a_____.”
Encourage the child to tell you his/her wishes.

•

Find pictures of various related items. Talk about the characteristics of each item and
encourage the child to tell you about the item he/she likes best and why.
Example: Show the child pictures of a cat, dog, and a bird. Talk about the characteristics
each animal (e.g., “Cats have fur, sleep in the sun, and meow. Dogs have fur, play with
children, and bark. Birds have feathers, build nests, and sing.”). Ask the child to tell you
about the animal he/she likes best and why.
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Benchmark

Expectation

4
Develops self discipline and a positive selfconcept

4.5
The child will begin to offer and accept
affections and encouraging words from
other children and adults.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Social/Emotional Development
•

Model a supportive relationship with the child by treating him/her with kindness. Show
interest in the child’s activities, projects, or problems.

•

Participate in one-on-one conversations with the child at his/her level. Communicate your
feelings to the child.

•

Touch and hold the child appropriately (e.g., hugging, patting on the back, touching the hand,
etc.).

•

Model expressions such as “please,” “thank you,” “I missed you,” and “I love you” as you
interact with the child each day.

•

Listen to the child non-judgmentally.

•

Avoid the following harmful actions because they may lower the child’s self esteem.
® Yelling or criticizing the child, especially in front of other people.
® Calling the child clumsy, stupid, lazy, etc.
® Telling the child that he is a failure because he/she made a mistake.
® Overprotection or neglect of the child.
® Expecting too much or too little from the child.

•

Provide as many opportunities as possible for success. Comment favorably on the child’s
success. Focus on the things the child can do, not on the things he/she cannot do.
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Social/Emotional Development Observational Checklist
Child’s Name:

Teacher’s Name:

School/Center Name:

Code: 1 = Needs Development

Year:

2 = Developing as Expected

3 = Advanced Development

Note: The checklist should be used three times a year at minimum. (Fall, Mid-Year, and Spring)
Observations
Benchmarks and Expectations
Fall Mid- Spring
Year
1 Engages in different kinds of play in various settings
1.1 Engages in solitary and parallel, and onlooker play in various settings
1.2 Engages in creative, imaginary, dramatic, and musical play in various settings

2 Develops self-help skills
2.1 Shows interest and curiosity in different activities and begins to make choices
2.2 Shows flexibility, inventiveness, and interest in solving problems
2.3 Begins to complete common tasks independently and seek help with more difficult tasks

3 Develops social awareness and participates in a supportive classroom
community
3.1 Transitions with ease and follows established classroom rules and routines
3.2 Responds to simple requests, helps with simple housekeeping tasks, and shows respect
for classroom materials
3.3 Begins to show an awareness of and care for living things
3.4 Begins to “take a turn,” show an interest in communicating and sharing information with
others, interact with others during group time, and understand that toys and materials can be
owned by others

4 Develops self-discipline and a positive self-concept
4.1 Begins to express frustrations and anger without harming self, others, or property
4.2 Begins to understand that families are different and multicultural
4.3 Begins to express “personal space boundaries”
4.4 Begins to show preferences and express wishes
4.5 Begins to offer and accept affections and encouraging words from other children and
adults

96

Mississippi Pre-Kindergarten Curriculum Guidelines
For
Three Year Old Children

Physical Development
Physical movement is the center of a young child's life. A three year old child needs the
opportunity to participate in experiences that foster fundamental motor and movement skills.
Physical movement activities are critical for building a foundation in cognitive abilities,
emergent literacy and mathematics. Further, social and emotional development is strengthened
through movement. Physical movement enhances a child's growth, cognitive development and
self-awareness.

Assessment Guidelines

•

Observation will be the primary method of assessing a three year old child.

•

Assessments help the teacher/caregiver plan future learning experiences.

•

Portfolios and anecdotal notes are suggested procedures for collecting information and
work samples.

•

Observational checklists may be used to record progress toward the accomplishment of
the benchmarks. A sample observational checklist for Physical Development follows this
section.
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Mississippi Pre-Kindergarten Curriculum Guidelines
for
Three Year Old Children
Benchmarks and Expectations
Physical Development
Note: The benchmarks are printed in bold and numbered. The expectations are
numbered to match the benchmarks. The numbers are provided for clarity and
do not reflect the order in which the benchmarks should be taught.
1.

Develops sense of body coordination and explores moving in space
1.1
1.2

2.

Develops gross-motor skills
2.1
2.2

3.

Begins to develop sense of balance and body coordination
Begins to move in rhythm to songs and music

Begins to develop large muscle coordination and greater control in movement
Begins to participate in group activities involving movement

Develops fine-motor skills
3.1
3.2
3.3

Begins to develop small muscle coordination using manipulative materials that
vary in size, shape, and skill requirements
Begins to experiment with a wide variety of writing tools and drawing materials
Begins to show interest in technology
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Benchmark

Expectation

1
Develops sense of body coordination and
explores moving in space

1.1
The child will begin to develop sense of
balance and body coordination.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Physical Development
•

Tape a piece of masking tape on the floor to make a straight line. Model walking on the line
by placing one foot in front of the other (heel to toe). Encourage the child to walk on the line.
The child may need to hold your hand at first because balancing takes a great deal of
practice. Place another strip of tape four inches from the first one and allow the child to walk
between the lines if he/she has difficulty. When the child feels ready, he/she might want to
try walking backwards.

•

Collect egg cartons and different sizes of cardboard boxes with open ends. Arrange the boxes
in an open space to make an obstacle course. Provide directions for the child to complete the
course.
Example:
1) Step over the boxes.
2) Crawl through the box tunnel.
3) Hop over the egg cartons.
Allow many opportunities for practice. The child will gradually be able to follow the
directions and complete the obstacle course.

•

Provide opportunities for the child to toss and play catch with a beanbag.

•

Place several pictures on the ground or floor. Provide the child with a beanbag and encourage
the child to toss the bag on top of a specific picture. When the bag lands on the picture, praise
the child’s accomplishment and say, “Good job!”

•

Provide opportunities for the child to bounce and catch a large ball using both hands.

•

Allow plenty of time and space for running, jumping, and hopping.
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Benchmark
1
Develops sense of body coordination and
explores moving in space

Expectation
1.2
The child will begin to move in rhythm to
songs and music.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/ Physical Development
•

Play music and encourage the child to move creatively to the rhythm. Alternate between
music with fast rhythms and music with slow rhythms.

•

Use a variety of age-appropriate songs and music that will allow the child to move to various
tempos during transition time. Encourage the child to move while imitating the movement of
different animals (e.g., gallop like a horse, waddle like a duck, slither like a snake, etc.).

•

Sing songs that encourage movement (e.g., “Hokey Pokey” and “We’ve Got the Whole
World in Our Hands”). Note: Refer to Resource Section in Appendix C for words to songs.

•

Provide an opportunity for the child to march in a parade with other children. Play
“marching” music and encourage the children to march to the beat of the music. The children
could make their own music with pie-tin drums, homemade shakers, and cardboard horns as
they march through the classroom or around the playground.

•

Model new words for the child when describing body positions and movements during
creative movement activities (e.g., I am swaying like a tree, I am shaking like a tambourine,
etc.).

•

Provide opportunities for the child to keep a steady beat by clapping hands, patting knees,
and stomping feet in rhythm to music.

•

Provide props and encourage the child to act out movements during musical activities.
Example: Tape 18-inch strips of red, white, and blue crepe paper to paper towel tubes. Play
patriotic music. Encourage the child to march and wave his/her patriotic baton.

•

Model how to stalk, slink, and run like a cat. Encourage the child to imitate your actions.
Play music and make movements like other familiar animals.
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Benchmark
2
Develops gross-motor skills

Expectation
2.1
The child will begin to develop large
muscle coordination and gain greater
control in movement.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Physical Development
•

Provide balls, hoops, beanbags, and riding toys for the child to use during indoor/outdoor
play.

•

Encourage the child to jump from low surfaces, jump over objects, and crawl through play
tunnels.

•

Model how to jump with arms swinging forward and upward while landing on both feet with
weight carrying forward. Have the child repeat your movements.

•

Provide daily opportunities for the child to walk on a balance beam. Lines may be taped on
the floor or drawn on the playground if you do not have a balance beam. Note: Some children
will have more difficulty performing this task than other children.

•

Hang bells at various heights to create an obstacle course. Invite the child to join you in
walking through the course and jumping or bending to ring the bells.

•

Point to an object such as a tree and run with the child to the object. Touch the object and
run back to where you started.

•

Place a large box on its side. Have the child stand several feet from the box and try to kick a
soccer ball into the box. As the child’s ability increases, move the box farther away.

•

Provide water and a large paintbrush and invite the child to paint the fence, wall or other
appropriate surface with “invisible paint.”
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Benchmark
2
Develops gross-motor skills

Expectation
2.2
The child will begin to participate during
group activities involving movement.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Physical Development
•

Provide daily opportunities for the child to participate with other children in singing and
acting out songs (e.g., “The Farmer in the Dell” and “London Bridge”). Note: Refer to
Resource Section in Appendix C for words to songs.

•

Provide opportunities for the child to join other children in playing tag, relay races and group
games such as “Red Light/Green Light,” “The Elephant,” and “Follow the Leader.” Note:
Refer to Resource Section in Appendix C for game directions.

•

Recite rhymes that involve movement such as “The Airplane,” “Row, Row, Row Your
Boat,” and “Windshield Wipers.” Note: Refer to Resource Section in Appendix C for words
and movement to rhymes.

•

Recite and act out the action rhyme below to encourage the child’s participation in group
activities.
Little Black Birds
Two little black birds
Sitting on the wall
(Hold up one finger of each hand.)
One’s name is Peter,
The other’s name is Paul.
Fly away Peter!
(Put a hand behind your back.)
Fly away, Paul!
(Put the other hand behind your back.)
Come back, Peter!
(Bring the first hand from behind your back.)
Come back, Paul!
(Bring the second hand from behind your back.)
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•

Play the outdoor game below to encourage the child’s participation in large group activities.
The Insect Game
Ants like to march through the grass.
Let’s be ants and march together across the grass.
Caterpillars like to crawl through the grass.
Let’s crawl through the grass.
Beetles like to scurry through the grass.
Can you scurry without bumping into anything?
Let’s scurry through the grass like beetles.
Grasshoppers like to hop through the grass.
Let’s hop across the grass like grasshoppers.
Bees like to fly across the grass smelling flowers and clover.
Let’s put on our wings, turn on our buzzers, and
fly across the top of the grass looking for flowers.

•

Provide a parachute, tablecloth, sheet, or strips of cloth for the children to go under and
through. Model words for the child to use in describing his/her movements during the group
activity.
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Benchmark

Expectation

3
Develops fine motor-skills

3.1
The child will begin to develop small
muscle coordination using manipulative
materials that vary in size, shape, and skill
requirements.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/Physical Development
•

Provide the child with various sizes and shapes of building blocks. Build a tall building or a
long ridge with the child. Model new words for the child to use as the two of you work
together.

•

Provide the child with a pair of small blunt scissors, old magazine pages, and plenty of time
to practice cutting.

•

Provide materials to use in holding and grasping activities in learning centers to foster the
development of fine motor skills (e.g., garden tools, small toys, measuring cups and spoons,
large paper, feather dusters, rhythm sticks, etc.).

•

Construct a clothesline by stringing a line between two chairs. Provide clothespins and small
pieces of cloth or baby clothes for the child to hang on the line. It does not matter what the
child hangs on the line. Perhaps he/she could try hanging leaves, pictures, or paintings. This
activity may be done indoors or outdoors.

•

Provide opportunities for the child to participate in stringing activities.
Example:
® Stringing large bead on a shoelace.
® Stringing Cheerios, Fruit Loops, or large macaroni on yarn to make a necklace.

•

Provide a plastic bowl of dried beans, macaroni, or cereal and a pair of tweezers. Have the
child practice picking up an item with the tweezers and transferring it to an empty bowl.

•

Provide a small plastic bowl of water, an eyedropper, and an empty plastic bowl. Show the
child how to transfer the water from the water bowl to the empty bowl using the eyedropper.
Provide many opportunities for the child to practice.

•

Fold a piece of paper in half. Help the child dip a piece of string in thinned poster paint. Lay
the string on one side of the paper and fold over to create a design.

•

Draw circles on a sheet of paper. Place a bowl of Cheerios next to the paper. Encourage the
child to place a Cheerio inside each circle on the paper. Gradually reduce the size of the
circles.
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Benchmark
3
Develops fine-motor skills

Expectation
3.2
The child will begin to experiment with a
wide variety of writing tools and drawing
materials.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/ Physical Development
•

Provide writing materials for the child to experiment with in each learning center. Example:
Clipboard and paper for designing blueprints and signs in the block/construction center,
crayons, paintbrushes, markers, pens and pencils in the art/writing center, pads for writing
lists in the kitchen area, and writing prescriptions in the dramatic play center.

•

Model writing throughout the day (e.g., write lunch menus during circle time, label objects in
the classroom, write stories and letters, etc.). Encourage the child to scribble on paper as
much as possible instead of “staying inside the lines” in coloring books.

•

Provide outdoor chalk for the child to draw on sidewalks and paved areas. Freehand drawing
develops creativity.

•

Play fast music followed by slow music and encourage the child scribble to the music.

•

Read Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak. (You can find the book in your local
library.) Encourage the child to think about or imagine a monster like the monsters in the
book. Encourage the child to think of an imaginary monster that they would like to see. Ask
the child what his/her imaginary monster looks like (e.g., “Does your monster have a long
tail?” “What color is your monster?”). Provide materials in the art center (e.g., large
newsprint, paintbrushes, and paints) and encourage the child to paint his/her imaginary
monster.

•

Provide a paper plate along with glue, small pieces of yarn, large buttons, and markers for the
child to use in designing a head and face. Assist the child in gluing yarn on the top and sides
of the plate for hair and use markers to draw the eyes, mouth, and nose. Display the “faces”
in the classroom.

•

Provide a box top filled with salt, rice, or sand. Provide plenty of time for the child to
practice writing and drawing (e.g., trace the initial letter in the child's name using fingers,
draw facial expressions, shapes, and abstract designs with fingers).

•

Provide the child with fingerpaint, shaving cream or instant pudding, large paper, and a
painter’s smock. Allow the child to paint on paper using his/her fingers. Place the child's
hand in the mixture and make handprints on another piece of paper.
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Benchmark
3
Develops fine-motor skills

Expectation
3.3
The child will begin to show an interest in
technology.

Suggested Teaching Strategies/ Physical Development
•

Model use of the computer to write a note to the child or a take-home letter to parents.

•

Provide short periods of time for the child to practice clicking and maneuvering the computer
mouse.

•

Provide opportunities for the child to experiment with age-appropriate computer games and
software.

•

Model use of technical terminology (e.g., printer, keyboard, mouse, click, screen, etc.).

•

Provide opportunities for the child to turn the cassette player, CD player, radio, and
television on and off.

•

Allow the child to place a videotape in the VCR.

106

Physical Development Observational Checklist
Child’s Name:

Teacher’s Name:

School/Center Name:

Year:

Code: 1 = Needs Development

2 = Developing as Expected

3 = Advanced Development

Note: The checklist should be used three times a year at minimum. (Fall, Mid-Year, and Spring)

Fall
Benchmarks and Expectations
1 Develops sense of body coordination and explores moving in space
1.1 Begins to develop sense of balance and body coordination
1.2 Begins to move in rhythm to songs and music
2 Develops gross-motor skills
2.1 Begins to develop large muscle coordination and greater control in
movement
2.2 Begins to participate in group activities involving movement
3 Develops fine-motor skills
3.1 Begins to develop small muscle coordination using manipulative
materials that vary in size, shape, and skill requirements.
3.2 Begins to experiment with a wide variety of writing tools and drawing
materials
3.3 Begins to show interest in technology
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Observations
Mid- Spring
Year
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